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A record number of Labour MPs are to stand down at the next election. Cynics might cite sheer fear of a cataclysmic defeat. The spectre of a Labour route is a nightmare reality so it’s hardly surprising that plenty of sitting Labour MPs want to jump before they are pushed.

A very high percentage of these departing parliamentarians are women. The word on the block is that women find the savage attacks on them from commentators (and incidentally it’s a strange world where the Inquisition in this affair has been the Press,  past masters in the art of the expenses invoice) Women by and large just do not have the armour plated, Teflon coated , brass-necked chutzpah to tough it out. No wonder they are taking to the hills in droves. The vocabulary of outrage is peculiarly poisonous towards women. Words like ‘shameless’ pack added malice when addressed at a woman. The sexualized slight and slant is always more entertaining for newspapers. On all sides of politics, women clearly attract more nasty abuse, more personalized flak than men. That this is loaded with innuendo aimed at their femininity makes it doubly hard to bear. Quentin Letts’ prurient attack on Jacqui Smith with her ‘intrusive cleavage’ set the tone. Pile on the serial examination of Jo Swinson’s make-up over months based on her Superdrug claim for an eyeliner , the mindless jabber of deprecation that accompanies Harriet Harman’s every utterance “I’m so annoyed they never mentioned my hair”  complains the posh spoof of the Deputy PM – and that on BBC4  8th August Saturday, ‘ The Harriet Harman Diaries’. Little wonder that so many women find it hard to stay in politics – having fought hard to get there. What’s the point of all-women lists if society treats its women politicians with sniggering contempt when they do arrive in Westminster. Women are willing to give everything to the job, but not to surrender their sense of self, personality and entire reputation into the bargain.

