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October 20th 2010
www.wpradio.co.uk update to advisory Board October 2010
Dear all,
Just to give a further update to you on our progress to date. We have still not heard back from the meeting Eleanor, Jo, Barbara and Anne had with Sir George, but remain hopeful that particularly with the increased audience figures there will be some  co-operation formally with us in some way.

In the meantime Boni, Linda, Deborah, Peter Cook (our sound engineer) and now Rich Bradbury (our new web manager) have been adding content to the audio podcasts and getting some good interviews “in the bag”. It’s Pete’s innovative instincts that often keep us going and Linda’s helping hand at all levels. So many thanks. 
We will be holding another Advisory Board meeting shortly, once a suitable date is found.

Our journalism:
We’ve actually done 29 new reports so far this year, including five special features across party. We have interviewed 13 Cons women, 7 Labour, 7 LD, and two Green. The high number of Conservative’s reflects the number of new women coming in, but we had some lovely “outgoing” interviews with Labour too, including Vera Baird QC and Ann Cryer. 
· Boni has just interviewed Eleanor Laing MP on Constitutional reform, and Boni and Linda have been active jointly recently with three strong reports from the Fringe at the Conservative Conference: Juliet Lyon CBE Women in the Prison System, Nicola Blackwood MP Women on the frontline and Damian Green MP women and the Burka

· We also reported and produced an extended podcast on empowering the lives of women and girls in developing economies? VSO's Chief Executive, Marg Mayne talks to Noreine Kaleeba a patron and founder of The AIDS Support Organisation (TASO) in Uganda, and Deputy Chair of Uganda National Health Research Organisation. They spoke to Linda. 

· At Birkbeck College, the University of London, academics from all over Europe met to discuss “Prostitution Policy Regimes in Europe”. Boni spoke to Dr Belinda Brooks-Gordon, a leading Liberal Democrat and Reader in Pscyhology and Social Policy at Birkbeck, Daniela Danna Reader in Sociology at the University of Milan, and Marjan Wijers a Human Rights lawyer from the Netherlands. 

· And Rachel Reeves, the new Labour MP for Leeds West, is supporting attempts to force the government to analyse the impact of George Osborne’s budget on low income households, particularly the regressive effects of the VAT increases. As a former economist with the Bank of England she is backing the Fawcett Society’s judicial review of the budget and its impact on women. Boni asked her why? 

· We interviewed the new MPs on the block, when they first came to Westminster, talked about their maiden speeches, and before the summer recess did a special feature, across party on AV.  Jo Swinson LD MP East Dunbartonshire, Angela Eagle Labour MP for Wallasey, and Margot James Conservative MP for Stourbridge gave you their verdict. 
Partnerships?

We also sent out a letter asking for potential partners, sponsors, funders backers to help in our ambitions to become a global podcast channel for women in parliaments. Elizabeth Kanter, from RIM Blackberry has joined our advisory board to help us take that ambition, through new technology, further. 

Our audience:

We got supporting new audience figures to help us market our case. These are on the Home Page of the site. You will see for the first time we got individual podcast listeners for July. All in all they are incredibly good given that we are not a membership body, not affiliated to anybody and people have to find us to listen to the content. 

Boni also tweets on Tweetminster when new content is added.

wpradio.co.uk - our listeners!
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www.wpradio.co.uk latest web stats show that in May 2010 we had our highest audience ever with 3,913 visitors, there were over 1,000 more visitors in June and July too compared to last year and even August increased. We don't share our content with others in order to inflate our stats, you have to visit our website to listen to our content. Thanks for listening in. Boni.
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In July wpradio.co.uk had 2,652 visitors!! For the first time we are publishing our Top Ten podcasts for that month. The top 8 all had over 100 downloads per podcast. Clearly Shirley Williams is hugely popular with 777 listeners to one podcast with her! The Oona King diaries are proving popular too.

	1
	Shirley Williams
	Women's worldwide political progress 
	777 

	2
	Sally Keeble
	How the budget is helping grandparents
	573 

	3
	Anne Begg
	Parliamentary reform and MPs expenses
	530 

	4
	Theresa May
	International Women's Day
	260 

	5
	Dr Noreena Hertz
	Women and the Recession
	251 

	6
	Alan Campbell
	Prostitution
	200 

	7
	Various
	Conservative and Greens
	152 

	8
	Third Sector finances
	Voice
	104 

	9
	Various
	Monstrous Regiment
	92

	10
	Oona King
	The Oona King Diaries Part 1
	89


 Boni also went to the Tricycle Theatre in June as part of the “Women Power and Politics” plays which were incredibly good and featured on the site. There was a wall of our interviews as a standing exhibition throughout the run of plays.  
Our audio archive, from the book, was opened at the British Library in September and we got 82 permissions, including a lifetime ban and only one refusal. Not bad for six years of work. Boni was interviewed on the Today Programme about this historic archive. All on the site. As ever thanks to all journalists and MPs. 
Our finances:

Not good. Our total losses to date over the six years, including the book, are £27,118.95. However thanks to Peter and Rich our web costs are now much reduced as Boni will be self-managing content eventually. How much work can one person do? Apparently all.
Other news:
Sad news about the death of Claire Rayner, a little known fact, she actually helped get us started. See About Us on the site. Thanks Claire.

End.

