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Women’s Parliamentary Radio hears women MPs speak up on maternity leave, women in small business, and knife crime 
July 24th 2008

Women’s Parliamentary Radio has been hearing from MPs and top policy makers on how to better promote the equalities agenda in Britain and how to help young people achieve more in society. 
Katherine Rake the Director of the Fawcett Society says the government should not be discriminating against men when offering maternity leave of up to a year for women and that fathers should have the same rights too.
Katherine Rake says in her interview: “We have been arguing for a very long time that we want to see parental leave available to either parent on a paid basis after six months. We are currently paying mothers on maternity leave less than the minimum wage for a full time week and this shows we value that care for very young children very poorly.” 
Dawn Butler, Vice-Chair of the Labour Party for Youth, and the MP for Brent,  hosted a conference in Westminster attended by over 200 Black and ethnic minority young people called “Peace on the Streets” with Choice FM. 
Dawn Butler MP says in the interview: ”I think  young people have had enough and I am very optimistic for the future. Young people can emancipate themselves as Bob Marley says in his song. The media needs to promote more positive messages of young people it shouldn’t be all about knife crime”.
Attending the same conference, Simon Hughes MP, the President of the Liberal Democrats and also a London MP, said he thought the media could do more to report the positive actions of youth in society today, not just knife crime.
Simon Hughes MP says in the interview: “As a former youth worker I think we should be positive about young people. We need to paint them in a good light, this generation has a lot going for it, we need to be positive.”
On the international section of the www.wpradio.site, Lorely Burt MP, the Chair of the Liberal Democrat’s Parliamentary Party, says she wants Britain to adopt American style procurement equality policies to encourage more women to go into business here. 

Lorely Burt MP says in the interview: “I think we should have women owned businesses and ethnic minority owned businesses as well, so businesses better reflect the people they are set up for.  Last year I discovered that in America there are twice as many women owned businesses there than there are in the UK, and I wondered how they did that, and went off to Dallas to find out. 

“What they did in America was that they passed legislation to say that 5 per cent of public procurement should come from women or ethnic minority businesses. It has made companies think about who they are buying from, even though they still haven’t achieved it. This year, just a few weeks ago, I went to Atlanta to speak at an international conference to promote women owned businesses. There are hugely powerful reasons, economic reasons and equality reasons why we should look at these policies here, we are so far behind America at the moment. 

“I have been arguing with the government here for a while, but it’s very encouraging at the moment. In the most recent Budget Statement a White Paper has been issued that dedicates money to women owned businesses and it has an aspiration that 30 per cent of government procurement should come from small and local businesses.” 

Women’s Parliamentary Radio is allowing you to have your “Pick of the Summer listening” during the Parliamentary recess, with documentaries by Jackie Ashley, Boni Sones, Linda Fairbrother, and Rhoda Kalema now top of the Home Page. The documentaries cover women MPs work in Westminster, Europe and Uganda.
All these interviews can be listened to and downloaded on www.wpradio.co.uk. They can be heard anywhere in the World that has the internet and our reports are listened to in the UK, Europe, and Africa. 

Www.wpradio.co.uk now  has an audience of 46,000 hits a month, and over a quarter of a million for the year. It’s becoming one of the big successes of broadcasting through the web. 
Footnotes:

Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties.

Wpradio.co.uk now has a number of interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts.

Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.



