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Ann Cryer MP tells Women's Parliamentary Radio, the Church must let women become bishops 

Ann Cryer, the Labour MP for Keighley has tabled an Early Day Motion - 1825 - asking The House, to call on the Church of England to remove all legal obstacles which prevent women from becoming bishops; and asks the Church to end this unacceptable form of discrimination against women clergy. 

Chris Bryant, the Labour MP for Rhondda, is a supporter. Both were at a conference today to talk about the issue organised by the WATCH group, Women and the Church, which has urged the Church to end discrimination. 

Ann  Cryer said: “I think more women Bishops in the Church will give strength to the women clergy and that's what we have in the Commons now, 80 years since all women got the vote this week. I think the numbers do change things, they give you strength and confidence.  

“A woman bishop would take a great deal of experience and thought with her, like women MPs, they are different and do raise different issues, like I have done with the issue of forced marriages.”

Ann Cryer said she couldn't believe that 8,000 women in the Church had signed a petition to prevent women from becoming bishops. “It is quite shocking that that number of women, if they are from the Church, can't see the sense in having women bishops,” she told Boni Sones, of Women's Parliamentary Radio.  

Chris Bryant MP said:”I think this is a matter of natural justice and I can't believe either in the mind of Christ or the heart of God that we should not honour the ministries of women”.  

Mr Bryant was ordained in 1986 and he thinks the Church “should fully respect women”. 

“It's the 80the anniversary on Wednesday when women had the same voting rights as men and I believe the House of Commons has become a better place since women got involved and I think women have put issues on the agenda that men would never have thought of.”

www.wpradio.co.uk   has group photographs of women of all parties which will be launched in the autumn at a viewing in the National Portrait Gallery to mark 90 years of women having the vote and 80 years this week since all women could vote. They can be viewed and downloaded from the site. Press release on the site.

Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties.

2. Wpradio.co.uk now has a number of interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts.

3. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

4. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.



