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Oona King tells wpradio.co.uk that she regrets supporting Blair and Bush on Iraq

The former MP for Bethnal Green and Bow, Oona King, has told wpradio.co.uk that she regrets voting with the government on war with Iraq when it was put to the House for a second time in February 2003. 

She explained how she had set up a parliamentary group to raise awareness around genocide and sat on the Select Committee for International Development which carried out  an inquiry into Iraq in 1999, when she had voted against war:

“ …….I had taken evidence about Iraq and about the suffering of Iraq civilians for more 9 months  …and I said that I thought if we had an opportunity the British Government should get rid of Saddam Hussein by any means possible, because the UN brought information he had been responsible for the deaths of  half a million children.”

She continued: “Now I regret all of it. I have to be entirely honest I would not vote differently in terms of actually getting rid of Saddam Hussein….this man had murdered over a million people….

“What I regret is the appalling, stupidity and absolute absence of any post conflict planning on the part of the Americans….The neo-cons in their absurd almost comical way took no notice of any information…and yes I am ashamed to say …. it never occurred to me that the most powerful man on Earth would not even have the good sense to get a briefing on what was happening in the Region…..”

In a special two part documentary from readings from her acclaimed book “House Music”, now on wpradio.co.uk Oona King said her defeat to George Galloway of the Respect Party in May 2005 by just 800 votes was due to Iraq but could be also be attributed to a number of other factors and rumours that were spread about her:

“There were allegations that I wanted to ban Hal Al meat, these were completely false allegations, ….the Respect Party supporters repeatedly said I was at war with Islam, I wanted to ban Islam, and the inference was that this was because  I was Jewish….yes Iraq was THE trigger point and THE reason but it's more complicated that, because  I got more votes than the MP next door who voted against Iraq.”

She was elected as the MP for Bethnal Green and Bow in 1997 along with 100 other Labour women, one of only 239 women ever to be elected to Parliament.

She achieved significant change while she was there on issues such as housing, landmines and the prevention of genocide. Her remarkable social values were given her by her Jewish mother Hazel and her father Preston. 

On life in the House Oona admits: “It was really, really difficult, but if you have always wanted to be an MP that is a huge compensation …the balance did get to me though …and I didn't want to be an MP anymore, .I thought I just can’t bear it a second longer and I  decided to resign…

“..I got too upset if I couldn’t help people. I then realised you have to have some professional distance. It left very little time for me or my husband, my life or my sanity but things are great now.”

On being one of the youngest MPs in Westminster, aged just 29, she said: “There were issues about being young. I was typecast, for my youth, my gender and to an extent because of my ethnicity. ..

“I asked people to judge me on what I did and whether I changed the law.  I was very proud to get the first parliamentary inquiry into affordable housing. Once I had a few of those policy issues under my belt people did start to come round and they were very generous towards me. “

She talks movingly of how happy her life now is with her  young son: “My gorgeous little boy, who we adopted, is the best thing that has ever happened to me or my husband. I do have a  job but it is  so much easier than being an MP because you are not beholden to 120,000 people. In a nutshell, on  a personal level, everything is great.”

As part of the wpradio.co.uk celebration of 90 years since women got the vote, Oona reads from her diaries and is interviewed by Boni Sones. Sound engineer is Pete Cook of Screenspace. 

 

"The Oona King Diaries - House Music" is published by Bloomsbury, £12.99. Copyright Oona King.

Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties.

2. Wpradio.co.uk now has a number of interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts.

3. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

4. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.



