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Women’s Parliamentary Radio finds activism is alive and well in politics 90    

                                 years after women got the vote 
Women’s Parliamentary Radio brings you two new reports hot foot from the conference floor.

Reporter, Daisy Ayliffe compares and contrasts Westminster’s representation of male to female MPs which stands at “one in five” with that of the Welsh Assembly where the ratio is more proportionate standing at one in two. 

Daisy interviews, wpradio.co.uk Chair, Jackie Ashley of the Guardian, Chris Keates, the General Secretary of the NASUWT, the largest UK-wide teaching union, Amanda Haehner, President of the NASUWT, and the Conservative’s Shadow Minister for Women, Theresa May MP. She also hears from Professor Nicky Charles, an expert on the Welsh assembly.

Women’s Parliamentary Radio was the media partner of the NASUWT event staged in London to celebrate 90 years since women over 30 were granted the vote. 

Jackie Ashley said she thought the government should be doing more to encourage women into politics. “It is a year of great celebration of women’s suffrage. Only “one in five” of our MPs is a woman and that is quite disgraceful 90 years after women were given the vote. The experience from the Welsh Assembly where there are one in two representatives does appear to show that policy issues relating to women are more prominent there. 
“I think progress has been very disappointing under Labour. The number of women in the Cabinet has remained very constant, at about one in four, which has been very disappointing. Labour should have done more about women’s representation. ”
Theresa May MP said she hoped that the numbers of women in Westminster could be maintained if the Conservative’s won the next General Election but feared it might go down a little. “All things being well, the Conservative Party will have a good number of women coming in at the next General Election, in addition to those we have got already. 
“If we win the next election we could have 55 women on our side rather than the 17 we have at the present, and this is an important step, but we still need to do more. We have been doing more to get women to fight winnable seats at the next General Election but quite a lot of Labour women may lose their seats, so parliament might see a slight fall back on the numbers of women MPs there are.” 

Chris Keates said she thought that education was key in getting more women involved in politics. “It is 90 years since women were first given the vote and women are still under represented in our political structures. There are only “one in five” women in the UK parliament and it rates very low in the international league tables of engagement in politics.”
Amanda Haehner President of the NASUWT said: “It is a very important issue for the NASUWT.  I am a woman, our General Secretary  is a woman, our Treasurer is a woman and we are very concerned that more women get involved in politics at all levels including trade unions. We all have a responsibility to encourage others and help them come through.” 

Boni Sones, Executive Producer of wpradio.co.uk said: ”Women’s Parliamentary Radio was pleased to be asked to be the media partner in this important NASUWT conference. It took a union run by women with a women General Secretary, a woman President and a woman Treasurer, to identify the need and bring to the fore a little voiced subject – the appalling under representation of women in British political life. I congratulate the NASUWT for staging the “One in Five” conference.” 

Wpradio.co.uk also has a broadcast from the Conservative’s “VOICE” conference where over 50 delegates listened to how the black and ethnic minority community could get their “VOICE” heard in the Conservative Party.
Boni Sones talked to Simon Woolley of Operation Black Vote, Sonia Brown, of the National Black Women's Network,  Theresa May MP the Shadow Leader of the House and the Shadow Minister for Women and the Conservative Women’s Officer Liz St Clare.
Boni Sones said: ”This was an excellent conference and one where delegates gained a true insight into what it takes to climb the political ladder and become an MP. I was impressed by the speeches and the passion of those who took to the stand, it was a refreshing change to hear from activists at the grass roots rather than the same old voices. Wpradio.co.uk is out and about where politics is really happening, at the level of the activists.”
Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties.

2. Wpradio.co.uk now has a number of interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts.

3. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

4. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.



