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Men supporting Parliamentary reform on behalf of women

The Conservative MP for Buckingham, John Bercow, has told Women’s Parliamentary Radio that he wants to see his party introduce positive discrimination for women.

In a half hour documentary interview on wpradio.co.uk International Mr Bercow said he was in favour of all-women shortlists and fully supported the Conservative Party leader David Cameron when he said he would put a 30 per cent quota of women into his first Cabinet.
Mr Bercow said: “I think there is an argument for saying, when people retire, and when good seats come up in which your party is likely to be successful, you should say if we are going to ratchet  up female representation significant numbers of those seats ought to be taken by women. ..Others say positive discrimination is unfair,  and it is not right to discriminate in favour of women in that way, but my argument is all the political parties have been discriminating in favour of men for sometime. …There has been quite a lot of low quality all male shortlists over the last few years. 

“You have to do something to bring about change… The only effective mechanisms, in increasing significantly women getting into Parliament is all-women shortlists. It if is left to local constituency parties, I am afraid we will proceed at the pace of the centipede - the slowest ship in the convoy. 
“…..There are some very, very old fashioned attitudes amongst long serving and elderly members of the Party, they don’t want to see it, they don’t think it matters…
“You can sniff at the so called Blair’s Babes, which came about because of all-women shortlists, but the truth is it did make the Labour Party look more balanced and representative of the Country, and if my party wants to govern this Country, as David Cameron does, the Party has to look and sound more like the people it purports to govern.”
In the documentary interview Mr Bercow talks movingly of his work to prevent genocide internationally and how as a member of the International Affairs Select Committee he visited a refuge camp in Darfur where children were playing football with makeshift balls made out of tissues and string.

Mr Bercow, who has two young sons, held back the tears as he described the courage of the mothers in the camp. He said:

“You can sometimes make a difference in a small way, as we did that day playing football, … but I thought we shouldn’t be playing football with children in a displaced persons camp, and I wished for them the peace and freedom and opportunity we have for so long enjoyed and they have for so long been denied.”
Boni Sones, Executive Producer of wpradio.co.uk who conducted the interview said: ”It is clear a number of Conservative Male MPs are sincere in their support for improved women’s representation internationally and in the UK too. 

“In the last month we have spoken to David Davis MP, about his support for David Cameron’s ambition to get more women into his Cabinet, and Andrew Selous the Conservative MP for South West Bedfordshire, who has signed a motion in Parliament calling on the government to help women affected by HIV and AIDS in the developing world as part of the VSO “Women Matter” campaign.  

“Mr Bercow and his colleagues are flying the flag for women’s rights here in the UK and internationally too. I applaud what they are doing and the moving way in which they talk about their concerns and attempts to bring about change.”

Wpradio.co.uk has also conducted a 40 minute round table debate with MPs from all parties, Caroline Spelman MP, Chris Huhne MP, and Stephen Pound MP, and academic Nina Fishman, chaired by Jackie Ashley of the Guardian, on electoral reform.

Boni Sones said:”wpradio.co.uk is pleased to have conducted this “Any Questions” style round table debate which shows how topical and lively an issue women’s representation is in Westminster at the moment. Our guests speak candidly about the difficulties women face to become MPs and then how very tough it is for them when they are finally elected. Jackie Ashley does a brilliant job of making a tough subject really accessible to all. It’s a good listen.”

In the debate sponsored by the Electoral Reform Society, they say:
Key Quotes:
 Caroline Spelman, Chairman of the Conservative Party:
‘The really key question in this whole debate is not, which political voting system but which selection machinery parties are going to use.’

 Chris Huhne, LD Home Affairs Spokesman:
‘If you look internationally, proportional representation systems actually encourage parties to put up women candidates and to put up candidates from ethnic minorities.’

 Nina Fishman, ERS Board Member:
‘It is easier for women to be selected on a list, as it is for people from ethnic minorities, because they are part of a list. They are on there with white men. And it is perfectly fine to see a list for a multi-member STV constituency or the additional member regional list, which contains a cross-section of people. And parties are very comfortable with doing that. So you don’t have to have all-women shortlists, you don’t have to have ethnic shortlists, because parties accept the need to appeal to everyone.’

 Stephen Pound, Labour MP:
The question is ‘whether the adversarial, aggressive, thuggish, boys own style of politics does put off women. I would say it also puts off some men. That’s probably a more fundamental issue and whether voting reform would factor into that, I am not qualified to say.”

Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties.

2. Wpradio.co.uk now has a number of interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts.

3. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson and many other female politicians listed on our site. 
4. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.
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