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Lesley Abdela, Vice-President of the Electoral Reform Society, tells www.wpradio.co.uk that Britain needs a gender balanced quota system  

International women's rights campaigner and Vice President of the Electoral Reform Society, Lesley Abdela, says Britain has fewer women MPs in its parliament than countries like Rwanda and Sweden.

Lesley Abdela told Women's Parliamentary Radio: “I'm convinced that Britain needs both a proportional voting system and quotas to achieve change here. 

“Rwanda and Sweden have the highest number of women in their parliaments of anywhere in the World. When you look at the 20 countries that have at least 30 per cent women in their parliaments they all have some form of Proportional Representation and all have some form of quota system as well. The only two exceptions are Scotland and Wales, because there were no incumbents when they   set up their parliament and assembly, they were able to introduce a system of twinning with men and women paired off equally. “

However Lesley said a so called First Past the Post voting system could not achieve this:

“It is almost impossible with FPP to have a quota system. Originally I was very much opposed to quotas, but now I realise that  you need to have some type of quota to break through. I think you need a gender balanced quota system to achieve this, where, there are the same percentage of men and women, rather than so called “quota queens” with just quotas for women.  If the quotas are balanced equally between men and women they are fighting on the same terms and have the same credibility.” 

Lesley has worked in over 30 countries advising on gender and democratic development. Apart from being Vice-President of the Electoral Reform Society she is a partner in the consultancy “Shevolution” and Chief Executive of Project Parity.

In 1980 Lesley co-founded the 300 group to get more women into the UK parliament and has received a UK woman of Europe award. She writes and broadcasts on the subject of women in politics. 

She had just returned from six months in Nepal, which is coming out of 12 years of conflict and is about to become a Republic. Again, Lesley said, they were putting Britain to shame:

 “There is now an agreement that there should be at least one third women in the constituent assembly in Nepal, their parliament, but there is going to be a higher percentage of women in their legislature than in Britain.” 

Thanks to the Electoral Reform Society for sponsoring this interview. 

Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties.

2. Wpradio.co.uk now has a number of interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts.

3. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

4. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.



