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The youngest women MP in Westminster, the Liberal Democrat Jo Swinson MP meets the youngest women member of Afghanistan’s Parliament, Malalai Joya.

Malalai Joya defied death threats to travel on London's underground to be interviewed by 28 year old Liberal Democrat MP for East Dunbartonshire, Jo Swinson for www.wpradio.co.uk at the House of Commons recently.
Malalai has just been given the Anna Politkovskaya award by the charity RAW on War in memory of the Russian journalist murdered two years ago in Moscow. "She lives a life of courage and truth-telling in the face of grave danger as Anna did," said Mariana Katzarova of RAW in War. 
Malalai, now 30 years old, is currently suspended from the Parliament for saying: "A stable or a zoo is better than the legislature". She continues to campaign against the warlords.
 In this special 20 minute documentary podcast Jo Swinson  talks to Malalai and Boni Sones, Executive Producer of www.wpradio.co.uk reads from the words of her friend, the campaigning journalist Glyn Strong in an article she wrote for the Daily Telegraph after visiting Malalai in Afghanistan. 
It can be listened to on www.wpradio.co.uk Home Page and International live or downloaded as a podcast. 
Malalai Joya tells Jo:” Some women in some big cities have access to jobs and education but most do not. Women are being kidnapped and raped, girls too, and they are burning the schools and building schools with cheap materials that will fall down. “

She says the next election could see democracy fail if the corrupt warlords get more power. “We could have built two Afghanistan’s with the 14 billion of aid this corrupt government has received since 9/11.The warlords are getting more powerful in this corrupt government and if they get more power at the next election we are worried democracy will fail. Security is more important than food and water, let’s rebuild Afghanistan, the schools and the hospitals. “
Jo Swinson MP said: ”As a woman MP in the UK we might talk about how male dominated and difficult it is but listening to Malalai Joya, it just blows me away because nothing we face is on the same scale of her bravery and courage. If there are more people in Afghanistan like her then there is a bright future for the Country and I sincerely hope that will be the case.” 
Malalai Joya makes a moving appeal at the end of the documentary for peace. She says:” The Nation who liberates itself is free but the national who liberates others will lead them into slavery as in Afghanistan. Those who struggle may fail but those who do not struggle have already failed. Please join me in our struggle in Afghanistan.”
Jo tells Malalai Joya: “Your bravery is an inspiration to us all.”

Sound Engineering by Pete Cook of Screenspace.

Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties. It has a number of interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts.

2. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

3. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.
End.


