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Fiona Mactaggart MP calls for new laws to ban paying for sex to be introduced as soon as possible

Fiona Mactaggart, the MP for Slough and former Home Office Minister has called for a complete ban on paying for the services of a prostitute and hopes new legislation will be introduced as soon as possible.

Speaking to Women's Parliamentary Radio www.wpradio.co.uk, she said that she wanted the changes to be announced soon, as part of the government's new legislative programme in the Queen's Speech.

"I hope that we can perhaps in the coming parliamentary session legislate to stop men buying sex to make it a criminal offence to pay for sex. "

Asked if that meant that she wanted to see a complete ban on paying for sex Ms Mactaggart said:" The offence would be the purchase of sexual services." And she said she hoped to see the new law introduced soon. "I would hope that we could make it part of a Criminal Justice Bill in the Queens speech. "

Ms Mactaggart, a member of the Children, Schools and Families Committee,  wants to adopt laws based on the model of Sweden, where paid prostitution is banned rather than that of New Zealand where prostitution has been legalised:

“The Swedish government rightly ran a public education campaign about the dangerous lives that prostitutes have, the lack of choice in their lives, and of course the lack of choice that people in neighbourhoods where prostitutes operate also have about their lives. They have to take their children to school through litter of condoms and drug needles which is common in red light districts. 

“What this proposal is about is to stop targeting those women who have very little choice and very little control over their lives because they are the people who are prosecuted at the moment and to start targeting the men who have money, control and the ability to change their lives they are not addicts.”

She said that she wanted to see “escalating fines” for the offence of paying for sex rather than a prison sentence:” I think we over-estimate the capacity of prison to change people's behaviour, so I am not over keen on that,  you could have an escalating fine system.” 

She said she no longer wanted local authorities to implement zones of safety to ban prostitution in certain areas and was pushing instead for a complete ban on paying for sex. 
She said the evidence from New Zealand, where prostitution has been legalised is that the alternative approach does not work:
“Christchurch University did a study of street prostitution in New Zealand and it didn't find there had been a significant reduction in street prostitution when brothels were legalised so they still have the same range of addictive, pimp exploited women selling sexual services.  

“They also have institutionalised brothels, which sell sexual services, and I have spoken to business women in New Zealand and one of the products of this seems to be that business meetings start happening in highly sexualised places where this kind of occurrences is a final part of the business meetings. This excludes women and makes it far more difficult for them to participate.”

She said in Holland too, legalising prostitution in some form had not worked: “If you look at European countries that have gone down the legalisation route, the most obvious is Holland, with windows and zones of tolerance, what they have found is that around the authorised activities there is a circle of grossly illegal, grossly exploitative activities where women are not protected and where their lives are at risk. I am concerned, because not having effective legislation on prostitution means women get murdered.”
Ms Mactaggart said banning prostitution here would help prevent people trafficking: “It is

quite clear that the existence of an illegal prostitution industry is the magnet which attracts people traffickers. I have seen the transcripts of Swedish police intercepts of the people traffickers, and the same people who traffick drugs also traffic people. They say ‘don't bother to take her to Sweden because we can't make enough profit out of her’. I think the way to stoop trafficking is to stop people being able to make a profit out of them.”

She said the Swedish police now fully supported the new laws too: “What I was really struck by was the way in which police officers who had opposed the change in the Swedish law,  when it was introduced 8 or 9 years ago, are now absolutely committed to it. One of the reasons they are committed to it is that it makes prosecution easier, prosecution for example of brothel keepers and pimps because the women hasn't committed any offence.”

She said she didn’t think women would be more at risk of attack if paying for the services of a prostitute was completely banned: “I don't think there is any evidence that the male libido is such that it can't be controlled. It is a bit of a myth men have created around themselves.”
She said the Liberal Democrat’s suggestion of targeting the pimps and traffickers 
with better resourced policing but not making buying sex illegal would not work: “If you look at the record of those countries, who like us, have very fierce penalties on traffickers and pimps, up to 14 year sentences, very few  are prosecuted.”
Referring to opinion research by Ipso/Mori for the government which showed younger men were less likely to think buying sex was acceptable than older men, she said:” I think paying for sexual services is perhaps going out of fashion. This suggestion is going with a trend of public opinion. What we have to do is try and accelerate that process and say women are not for sale we are human beings we do not sell people any more and we should not sell people's bodies."
The interview with Fiona Mactaggart MP, by Boni Sones, Executive Producer of Women’s Parliamentary Radio can be listened to on www.wpradio.co.uk.
Footnotes:

1. The Home Office has been conducting a review of prostitution laws for several months, visiting countries like Holland, where the profession is legalised, and Sweden, where buying sex is banned, before seeing what changes might be made to British law. Vernon Coaker, home office minister, is understood to be sympathetic to full-scale criminalisation if there are signs of national consensus. Harriet Harman, minister for equality and long-time campaigner for women's rights, supports criminalisation and has support from Vera Baird, solicitor general and Lady Scotland, attorney general.
2. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties. It has a number of interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts.

3. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

4. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.



