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Wpradio.co.uk talks to Dawn Butler MP, Maria Miller MP and Emily Thornberry MP in two new documentary series podcasts to kick off the New Year
www.wpradio.co.uk has started 2009 with two new documentary series podcasts on the Home and International sections of the radio site.

International - Dawn Butler MP and Barack Obama
The President of the United States, Barack Obama, is soon to visit Britain. The MP for Brent East, Dawn Butler, will be sure to meet him.

As one of only two black women MPs in Westminster and the first black woman Minister, Dawn is at the forefront of championing equal rights in Britain and has just launched "Bernie's List" an initiative to get more Black and Ethnic Minority MPs into Westminster. In this special 30 minute documentary podcast, Boni Sones spent a day with Dawn and other Parliamentarians on the very day that Barack Obama was sworn in as the 44th President of the United States of America.

http://www.wpradio.co.uk/mp3s/DawnButlerObama2.mp3
Dawn tells wpradio:  ”I am in tears…when we run we rise, our race isn’t finished yet….Barack Obama is a visible symbol to us all….Bernie’s List is there to see more Black and Ethnic minority candidates get elected into Parliament.”
Home - Emily Thornberry MP
Women and the recession
Emily Thornberry, has been the Labour MP for Islington South and Finsbury since May 2005. She has three children and was brought up in a single parent household living on a council estate. She has campaigned at a national level with trade unions and parents' groups for more family-friendly employment policies and access to childcare, particularly for women. Boni Sones, asked her to justify how the Labour government intended to help out hard pressed families during the current recession. 

http://www.wpradio.co.uk/mp3s/EmilyThornberry2.mp3
Emily tells wpradio: “ Having been brought up by a mother who lived on benefit for many years I know the importance of the government increasing child benefit.  There is no excuse for child poverty and if the government is going to do something to help families during the recession, then continuing to increase child benefit is important to ensure kids have enough to live on.”

Home - Maria Miller MP
Women and the recession 
Women are said to be fairing worse in the current economic downturn than men. The Conservative's Shadow Minister for The Family, Maria Miller the MP for Basingstoke, and a mother of three children herself, tells Boni Sones what her Party would do to help families through their current economic difficulties.
http://www.wpradio.co.uk/mp3s/MariaMiller.mp3
Maria tells wpradio: ”We must help families to get their work home life balance right. We need to make sure women are not penalised during this recession and left out in the cold. We need to look far more broadly as to how to make work more family friendly, not just for women but for families.  We need to look at these problems as family problems, and take women out of the equation so they are not seen as the problem.”

Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties. It has over 70 interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts. 
2. wpradio.co.uk has generated 46,000 hits a month and our web stats show that our visitors are loyal, they return and tune in for some time. 

3. wpradio also carries international content and has interviews with women MEPs in Europe, and women politicians in Africa and the Middle East. 

4. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 
5. The British Library archives all the interviews on wpradio.co.uk in its new web collection.
6. Boni Sones, Executive Producer of Women’s Parliamentary Radio was awarded an OBE in the New Year’s Honours List 2009. She was voted one of the 20 most influential women in Britain by Women in Public Policy Magazine for the work she has done as Executive Producer of Women’s Parliamentary Radio. She was nominated for the Dods Scottish Widows female political journalist of the year award 08. She has also been a nominee for the Channel 4 political awards in January 2008 and a nominee for the Orwell Prize in journalism in 2005. 

7. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.
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