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Dawn Butler MP, vice-chair youth of the Labour Party says Gordon is Gordon and he's getting on with the job

Interview with Boni Sones, Executive producer, wpradio.co.uk now online

Dawn Butler MP for Brent, is standing in the middle of a group of teenagers and mums with young children. The location is Willesden Green Library on the tiniest of play areas. She turns her head to answer the question: ”You read in the papers there’s unquiet but I’m not involved in it. Brown's just getting on with the job, he’s met my young people in the Constituency, and I’ve taken them to number 10.”

Then comes the proudest line of all: “Without Gordon we wouldn’t have had this £235 million pound redirection of funds.”

She admits the government is going through “rocky times” but says Brown is a “stable” person who doesn't go in for gimmicks.  “I can see the change Brown's policies have made in my constituency. You can see the change in the young people, the difference the policies have made and now we have another £1 million for play facilities under the “playbuilder“ scheme. “ There are 43 “playbuilder” areas and Brent is one.

She's now moved on to the Villiers Road play area. A very large piece of barren land completely boarded up. Three councillors are standing with her talking about the scandal of how the decline came about. 

Cllr Lesley Jones says, “I got this boarded up two years ago because it was dangerous it had been badly vandalised.” Cllr Mary Arnold agrees, “ I am completely scandalised by this, the size of this unused land is enormous. If we had this in Kilburn where land is really expensive, we would be laughing.”

Cllr Harry Sing adds his disgust too. ”I feel similar, this land has been derelict for two years it is an ideal site to provide a place for young people and their parents so they do not get involved in anti social behaviour.” 

Dawn Butler speaks for all of them when she says: “This huge open space is wasted.

It’s a junk yard. With the £1 million that Labour has given the Lib Dem and Tory run council, we can turn things round. It's been like this for two years, it's shocking, they should be absolutely ashamed. On our tour today we’re ensuring that we have photographic evidence of where the money is spent and I expect the Council to take us seriously and spend the money wisely for young people in the area.”

She then maps out her vision for the scrap yard. “Looking around I could see, lovely sculptures, I can see a nice area for people to sit and chat while they watch their kids play.  I can see a nice area for teenagers to interact, maybe a baseball court too, and an inter-generational area too, maybe a site for the toddlers and also the older people. You will be amased the difference that will make to a community.”

Dawn Butler, is vice-chair for youth for the Labour Party and admits her passion spills over at times. “I feel very passionately about this, when we are talking about tough on crime, we’re talking about the causes of crime and this makes a whole difference. It is an holistic approach to make sure young people are respected and that they have something to do and places to go.” 

She is also aware of the benefits to physical and mental health new facilities will have. “Parents worry about their children playing in the streets, they worry about traffic, they worry about crime, if you have a safe area for children to play, parents will feel more comfortable and they will also live longer and happier lives.”

It took Dawn Butler two years to get a youth parliament up and running in Brent. “It was like pulling teeth, they actually lied to me at one time, they told me there was one, and when I asked for the membership they couldn’t come up with anybody.”

“We’re going to visit a couple more areas, and I hope some members of the youth parliament will be there. We have to have their input, on where they think there money should be spent and I hope the council will consult with them too.”

And then she thanks her boss again. “It was Gordon who did this, we would never have had YOP – Youth Opportunity Fund - I will always be grateful to him for taking young people seriously.”

The interview with Dawn Butler MP can be listened to on wpradio.co.uk with Boni Sones, Executive Producer.

End.
Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties.

2. Wpradio.co.uk now has a number of interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts.

3. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

4. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.
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