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Caroline Spelman MP, Chairman of the Conservative Party calls for American style stalking laws in the UK
Caroline Spelman, MP, the Chairman of the Conservative Party has said that she wants Britain to adopt tougher laws on stalking similar to those in the USA.

In an exclusive interview with wpradio.co.uk Mrs Spelman, the MP for Meriden said:  “I think stalking is an under-estimated issue by the  general public and by a lot of women. Statistically few people know that 1 in 5 women will be stalked at some time in their life – and as a constituency MP it really comes home to you when you first have to deal with a case when you realise the law isn’t adequate and the protection and support is not adequate for the victims who are mostly women.”
Caroline Spelman MP, who has spoken at the Conservative Women’s Conference recently on the issue, said that many women in public life in nursing, teaching and other professions failed to realise how it might affect them at some time. 

“Women have no idea how they might become vulnerable to it,” she said. She said major policy changes were needed:
“Ultimately what we want to see is a change in the way stalking is treated. In America a case of stalking is treated as a potential homicide. In this Country, so far, it is not treated with that degree of seriousness but we believe it should be.”
Talking of the two cases documented in the Conservative policy document: “Women in the World Today” which refers to the death of Rana Faruqui, and Claire Bernal, she said it was clear stalking did lead to murder.  
“There have been a number of tragic cases. This is a crime which is essentially escalatory - it gets worse. The harassment increases in severity the whole time and although the stalker maybe prosecuted and may go to prison for some period of time, they do come out again and the victim does know they are vulnerable. “
Asked if the police were doing enough she said “No.” “Within various police forces there is genuine concern that the tools at their disposal are not good enough.  We want to point to best practice in America where there stalking is treated as something that may end in fatality and in this Country it isn’t the case,” she said.
Mrs Spelman said additional powers to tackle stalking in the Harassment Act were not good enough.  “The additional powers of restraint are not enough, they are frequently breached,” she said.
“In my own local case the person was convicted three times, …this is a repeat offence ….and the law needs to be strengthened in this area. “
Mrs Spelman said she wanted to see two changes: An increase in the penalty so repeat offenders are not released from prison so soon without more safeguards. Secondly, she wants to change the way police treat the offence to ensure stalking is taken more seriously as a potential homicide.  

She said women needed to be more aware of people’s behaviour and that if they did feel uneasy with something they should ask a third party to intervene and say on behalf of that person,  leave “me alone”. If the person did not desist from the unwanted attention she said women should not “sit in silence”, but report it to the police.

Mrs Spelman said more preventative work needed to be done around the whole issue of stalking.

“It is very important we go into preventative work. I have been involved with the “Keep Cool” project at the top of the primary year, to help girls and boys understand the difference between them, and in particular to help to teach boys that when girls say no they mean no,” she said.

She continued: “Perpetrators suffer from “anxious attachment” - something went wrong when they were very small and a bond didn’t form properly between the mother and the child, and it leaves that person very anxious about relationships breaking down. If we can pick that up at an early age we maybe able to prevent people going on to become stalkers, so this kind of preventative work is very important.”
She said that if the Conservatives became the party of government subjects like stalking would not be neglected. “We will have a significant increase in the number of women on our benches.”

She said she had “no doubt” that David Cameron, the Party Leader, would give 30 per cent of his Cabinet posts to women as he has promised.   

“We are expecting to have over 60 women on our benches when we form a government after the next election ……and that will mean there will be more women on the front bench. “

She said there was a high proportion of female MPs in Labour’s 100 most marginal seats but that there was likely to be “no reduction” in the percentage of women in Westminster if the Conservatives win the next election.”
Mrs Spelman is interviewed by Boni Sones, Executive Producer of wpradio.co.uk.  The 20 minute interview can be listened to online nor downloaded as a podcast. 
Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties.

2. Wpradio.co.uk now has a number of interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts.

3. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

4. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.



