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Boni Sones, Executive Producer of Women's Parliamentary Radio gets an OBE
Boni Sones, Executive Producer of Women’s Parliamentary Radio has been awarded an OBE in the New Year’s Honours List. 

Boni was awarded the OBE for “services to broadcasting and PR” acknowledging the role that the web based broadcaster Women’s Parliamentary Radio has played in creating a new forum for women politicians globally to talk about their work. 

Boni Sones OBE said: ”It is a tremendous achievement not just for me but for the whole team who have worked on Women’s Parliamentary Radio over the past two and a half years.

“We have created broadcasts to the highest production values and the old fashioned Reithian values of journalism, to “inform, educate and entertain”.

 “Our web stats are very good. wpradio.co.uk has generated up to 46,000 hits a month, and they show our visitors are loyal and that they return and tune in for some time.

“I would like to thank Jackie Ashley, our Chair, Deborah McGurran of BBC East, Paul Foulsham of MagStar our web manager, and Pete Cook of Screenspace our sound engineer. With the smallest of budgets and production teams we have now created a global brand that can be listened to anywhere in the World. We now have enough respect and trust to request interviews with politicians in parliaments all over the World today and get them agreed to. It’s a great and historic achievement in terms of the development of the web for all of us, I felt very emotional about this Honour.

”I would also like to thank all the women politicians who have worked with Women’s Parliamentary Radio and helped to get us started in particular, Vera Baird MP, Maria Eagle MP, Margaret Moran MP, Theresa May MP, Caroline Spelman MP, Eleanor Laing MP, Jo Swinson MP, Lynne Featherstone MP, and Sandra Gidley MP. It’s a first for all of us! 

“In particular I was pleased that wpradio.co.uk finished off its series of interviews marking 90 years of women and the vote by interviewing women politicians across party: Anne Begg MP, the only wheelchair user in Westminster, Anne Jenkins, co-founder of the Women2Win campaign, Julie Kirkbride MP on flexible working, Maria Eagle MP, the Minister for Women and Equality, and Jo Swinson MP, the youngest member of Parliament.” 

Jackie Ashley, Chair of wpradio.co.uk said:”Boni richly deserves this Honour, I’m thrilled for her and for the whole team who have worked so hard to produce broadcasts and podcasts of such a high standard. Let’s hope 2009, will see wpradio.co.uk mainstreamed with another broadcaster. It’s time to develop our work.”
Wpradio.co.uk is now in discussion with partners who want to work with it and take its production values forward in the New Year. 

Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties. It has over 70 interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts. 
2. wpradio.co.uk has generated 46,000 hits a month and our web stats show that our visitors are loyal, they return and tune in for some time. 

3. wpradio also carries international content and has interviews with women MEPs in Europe, and women politicians in Africa and the Middle East. 

4. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 
5. The British Library archives all the interviews on wpradio.co.uk in its new web collection.
6. Boni Sones OBE was voted one of the 20 most influential women in Britain by Women in Public Policy Magazine for the work she has done as Executive Producer of Women’s Parliamentary Radio. She was nominated for the Dods Scottish Widows female political journalist of the year award 08. She has also been a nominee for the Channel 4 political awards in January 2008 and a nominee for the Orwell Prize in journalism in 2005. Boni was asked to Judge the Chartered Institute of Public Relations Excellence Awards, Broadcasting, this year too. 

7. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.
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