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Ann Treneman tells Women's Parliamentary Radio how to write a sketch of a “catfight”.
Ann Treneman, the parliamentary sketch writer for the Times, has told wpradio.co.uk that the weekly spats between the Leader of the House Harriet Harman, and the shadow leader, Theresa May, make excellent material for her columns.

Ann depicts Harriet as “humourless”, and Theresa as, “sharp with her stiletto”, but says she secretly thinks they admire one another. She describes Vera Baird, the Solicitor General as a “Valkyrie” and a delight to write a sketch on, and the Liberal Democrat’s as never failing to “amaze me” when turning her attentions to Lynne Featherstone. 
Ann says she has no qualms about describing the jousts between Harriet and Theresa as “a catfight”: ”I think we have to have a grip on reality here, when two women are fighting it is called a cat fight we can’t be PC about this kind of thing. Two women fighting in the House of Commons, it maybe what the suffragettes fought for, but it is  quite unusual still and the style is completely different,  I quite enjoy watching it. 

“I actually think they might secretly like each other. Theresa is a very sharp lady at the dispatch box, she is not above really putting the boot in, shoes being her thing, and Harriet’s defence against this is blandness, which really is heroic blandness at times, she obviously prepares for major events slightly better with jokes.”

When asked about the strength of women’s voices in the Chamber, Ann says women do “squeak”: “They certainly seem less loud, some women squeak and when they get excited they squeak louder and it is disastrous. It sounds like mice in the Chamber, and it makes them sound silly. “
But, says Ann, the spats between Harriet and Theresa are still not a patch on Brown and Cameron, their Party leaders: “I think the vigour that Cameron fights with Brown is not comparable with a woman, Margaret Thatcher had an invincible stance she was a mountain, but it is very different for Harriet and Theresa, you can’t compare them to Cameron and Brown.”

Ann doesn’t think a circular chamber would make a difference and says “there is nothing wrong with it”:
“I think it is a terrifying experience for men and women of a certain nature. To be  a parliamentarian you must  be able to stand up and make a speech, otherwise you can’t be an MP. Some of the younger women MPs Julia Goldsworthy and Jo Swinson, are much more at home in the Chamber than some who have been there for sometime”. 
Ann says of Lynne Featherstone: “She is not afraid of the Chamber, she is perfectly happy to stand up and say what she wants, even the obscure, and it just struck me she is doing this kind of thing like talking about Lady Louise of France and primogeniture.”
One of Ann’s favourite characters is Vera Baird: “Vera is great for a sketch writer, she must never be fired because she is absolutely wonderful. Vera is completely passionate, she doesn’t care what any one thinks about her, she is really, very, very sharp as you would expect of a QC.

“ I like writing about characters, there is not enough of them in my opinion.  I like writing about people who actually have an opinion and who are willing to argue their case and I quite like people who get worked up about stuff and Vera is all of those things. She look so amasing, so tall, like a very angry giraffe, it is very, very, funny. “
Ann says she is not fearful of “drying up” with her jokes: “The politicians really do provide most of the gags. I am quite interested in what is going on, all sketch writers have a different style and I hope to provide a real flavour of what went on in the Chamber.”
Of the politicians Ann says: “I think sometimes they do avoid me…..but it is ok. It is very strange if you watch them all the time, in a way I think I know them, but I don’t. It is quite odd, that’s the way it is the press watch the politicians.”

Ann reads three of her columns for wpradio.co.uk in this 30 minute radio documentary. “Harriet Harman the heroine prevails on what to wear” from April 3rd 2008;  “Nice and sleazy does it as Theresa May sharpens her claws for a catfight” from November 30th, 2007; and “How did valiant Vera Baird ever pass for a dull politician?” from May 9th 2008.

Ann is interviewed by Boni Sones, Executive Producer of wpradio.co.uk. Ann reads her own sketches in this programme.
Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties.

2. Wpradio.co.uk now has a number of interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts.

3. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

4. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.
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