PRESS RELEASE

www.wpradio.co.uk
Women’s Parliamentary Radio

[image: image1.png]



The Press Gallery

House of Commons

London SW1AA 0AA

For immediate release

November 9th 2009

www.wpradio.co.uk talks to Baroness Margaret Prosser, Deputy Chair of the EHRC on equal pay and the city and finds out how parliamentarians have been helping VSO abroad
Top of Home:

Baroness Prosser, Deputy Chair of the Equality and Human Rights Commission

The Treasury Select Committee is spending the autumn asking prominent men and women in banking, finance, politics, academia  and the fields of equality, what their views are on whether a so called "Lehman Sisters" approach could have helped avert the financial crisis in the City. 

The Committee is looking at how many women are in senior positions in major financial institutions, how widespread is the glass ceiling, pay inequalities, flexible working, and sexism in the City. One of those to give evidence was Baroness Margaret Prosser, Deputy Chair of the EHRC. 

Our reporter Linda Fairbrother caught up with her and asked what she told the Committee? 
Baroness Prosser said: “The collapse of the banking system was so dramatic, maybe with a good mixture of women it still would have happened, but there is evidence to show that if you have a mixed workforce men and women together then behaviours are modified,.. ….women are much more thoughtful much more grounded and so that mixture makes people check their behaviour.”

Baroness Prosser also spoke on the gender pay gap in the City, which stretches to a massive 80 per cent in some cases, saying the long hours are an issue for women. 

“At the high earning end of financial services the employment is hugely male dominated, the age range of people operating at that high earning end goes from around 25 to 39, when women will be stopping to have children, and that is the time they want people to work all hours, so that is not suitable for women, and that alone shifts the emphasis and creates a pay anomaly.”   

Top of International:

Baroness Jay and Laura Moffatt MP help VSO tackle global poverty

Baroness Jay of Paddington and Laura Moffatt the Labour MP for Crawley have both done stints working as volunteers for VSO in  a bid to help tackle global poverty.

VSO is the world’s leading independent international development organisation that works through volunteers to fight poverty in developing countries.

Baroness Jay was among six parliamentarians to participate in the Parliamentarian Volunteering Scheme this summer, where they helped to advise community organisations on matters relating to advocacy and campaigning. In South Africa Baroness Jay ran a workshop on reducing the burden of HIV and AIDs care on women and girls. Last summer former nurse Laura Moffatt MP spent three weeks immersed in the health system of Sierra Leone, the poorest country in the world. 
Linda Fairbrother spoke to them both with Katy Peach, Policy and Advocacy Manager at VSO.
Baroness Jay said: “The VSO project was extremely worthwhile, it is very short term, but it is extremely important. …..I must confess I have spent a great deal of time in Southern Africa, ….it wasn’t really a matter of being surprised but confirming some of the impressions I had before, but it was encouraging because from the people I met and spoke to I saw what changes are helping in Southern Africa.”

Laura Moffatt MP said: “It has been one of the most important things I have done it’s not only the experience of three weeks in Sierra Leone, either talking to ministers or  working with patients, …but it has since led to lots of contacts with different people. As a former nurse we are now empowering the nurse organisations there, so it is giving them some heart to put back into the profession of nursing values to make sure they are a powerful group and have something to say.”
Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties. It has over 90 interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts. 

2. wpradio.co.uk has generated 58,000 hits a month and our web stats show that our visitors are loyal, they return, tune in for some time and to more than one item. In August 2009 we got 2,000 listeners.

3. wpradio also carries international content and has interviews with women MEPs in Europe, and women politicians in Africa and the Middle East. 

4. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

5. The British Library archives all the interviews on wpradio.co.uk in its new web collection.

6. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.
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