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Anne Begg MP, Vice Chair of the Speakers Conference tells wpradio.co.uk how voters can help reform  Parliament and MPs expenses 


The Labour MP for Aberdeen South, Anne Begg, says she'll be out campaigning in her Constituency over the coming weeks to advice people that if Parliament needs reforming then they need to sign up to a political party to do just that! 

Anne is a formidable politician herself, being the first wheelchair user in Westminster, and the Vice Chair of the recently instituted Speaker's Conference which is looking at the under representation of women, ethnic minorities and disabled people in the House of Commons. 

She is also a member of the House of commons Chairmen's Panel, and stands in for the Speaker in the Westminster Hall debates. 

She said: “The fees office was not checking MPs expenses in the way that we thought it was doing. We thought there was a checking mechanism there but there clearly wasn't. 

“We now need proper professional accounting, proper professional scrutiny and I think we need external scrutiny. The irony in all of this is that whenever anybody from the outside has looked at the wages and conditions of MPs they have always come up with a more generous settlement not a worse settlement.” 

 Anne says the way to overcome the dismay about politicians and their expenses is to get involved in a political party yourself and begin the process of change that is needed. 

She continued: “Despite everything that has happened in the last two weeks we still need a party political system, we still need a candidate to be selected through the political parties and there needs to be mechanisms, not just warm words, to try to get more women in, more ethnic minorities. We need hard and fast mechanisms that will actually increase the numbers and the diversity of the candidates they are putting forward. 

“Political parties need to reform. The Labour Party did well with All Women-Shortlists, but there may be other mechanisms too, to enable a range of different types of candidates to be presented to a constituency party.

“We also need reform based around what an MP does, we are all very different, and we need a clearer definition. But one of the things we have picked up with the Speaker's Conference as we travel around the Country, is that people do not know what an MP does or how you get involved in a political party. We need a lot more of the education around that.

”We have to stop thinking that party politics is a dirty word. I wrote an article about this saying “you have to join a political party”, but if you don't join a political party if you don't get involved you won't get selected.” 

Anne Begg MP expressed dismay at how some MPs had acted but said this was not all of them by far: 

“It is difficult for my colleagues at the moment, people are upset about the coverage, it has been taken out of context and it is very difficult to fight back. At the moment it is very difficult for us to be collegiate, we should come together as a collective and stand up for each other, we are taking the battering, because some of our colleagues have done things they should not have done.

“There is no clear sense of severity here they are all severe, no sense that sometimes these are perfectly legitimate expenses, and you can read anything into any of them.

“We are shell shocked at the moment, and hopefully we can get out there and fight for the Parliament that we all love.

Ms Begg MP said she would be out campaigning in her constituency:

“The only way I know how to react is to get out there and knock on doors and speak to people one by one and I will carry on with my case work doing each case individually.  I can't deal with the deluge happening above my head, so I can only carry on doing the job that I thought I was elected to do. I will be knocking on doors next week because it is Whit week.”

Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties. It has over 70 interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts. 

2. wpradio.co.uk has generated 58,000 hits a month and our web stats show that our visitors are loyal, they return, tune in for some time and to more than one item. 

3. wpradio also carries international content and has interviews with women MEPs in Europe, and women politicians in Africa and the Middle East. 

4. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

5. The British Library archives all the interviews on wpradio.co.uk in its new web collection.

6. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.
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