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www.wpradio.co.uk  new series “The Hustings”!

Women’s Parliamentary Radio talks to Jo Swinson MP on how women can get through the Liberal Democrats’ hustings in 2010


The Hustings: Jo Swinson MP East Dunbartonshire.       

Women's Parliamentary Radio is beginning the New Year with a new series on "The Hustings!" 
We are interviewing all parties on how they are encouraging women to become Prospective Parliamentary Candidates in the forthcoming election. We begin with Jo Swinson MP, for the Liberal Democrats' who was the youngest MP in Westminster and who personally has done much to encourage women candidates. She gained her East Dunbartonshire seat in May 2005 when she was 25 and it was third time lucky for her. 
Jo says the problem for the Liberal Democrat's is not in the selection procedures, but in getting enough women to come forward. In Cambridge there are three men and three women, all local, going forward to the hustings on January 15th to replace the sitting MP David Howarth, who is standing down.    
Jo is well known for her support of new media and was one of the first MPs to                                         use Twitter. http://twitter.com/JoSwinson.
Jo tells Boni Sones OBE, Executive Producer of www.wpradio.co.uk:

· David Cameron’s policy of promoting more women as PPCs is “all fur coat and no knickers as we say in Edinburgh”. “ I think you will find this is the case for Cameron’s support of All-women shortlists, he did it for a great headline…..but actually when you look behind it I am not sure there will be that many AWS in the Tories, they have not been selecting that many women in seats where MPs are standing down. Although they should end up with some more women MPs after the next election, they are not actually changing as much as David  Cameron would have you believe.”
· “1 in 7 of our MPS are women, but there are things to be optimistic about …at the next General Election about 40 per cent of our target seats have women candidates. Where LD MPs are standing down 4 of the 7 have selected women so although we are starting from a low base we have some good signs of success that look as if we will increase our percentage of women at the next election.”
· “Bridget Fox, in Islington South, Katy Gordon in Glasgow North, Sal Brinton in Watford, we have lots of women ideally placed to become MPs at the next General Election.” 
· “With the LDs the way we win elections is not a simple calculation of swing to win, it depends on local circumstances and where we are strong.”
· “Where we have women going for seats in about 2/3rd of the time the women get selected so the problem we have is getting enough women to come forward to be candidates.”
· “One of the biggest things is three or four times as many men are coming forward as candidates, there is still the three “C”s deficit, cash, child-care and confidence. I still get surprised when I go to schools when the boys ask the questions not the girls, girls need to be encouraged to speak out and make their voices heard.” 

· “All-women shortlists have their place….but if you look at the facts and evidence it is not what is happening in the LDs, we are not getting enough women coming forward in the first place, but when they go for seats they are more likely to be selected. “
· “We need to get all political parties really proactive about going out and talent spotting and supporting great women candidates who perhaps haven’t even considered politics as something they might like to do. “

· “Whether you are a man or woman as an MP you are likely to want to be involved in your children’s upbringing…. I would be interested in looking at measures such as whether or not job-sharing could be something that works, or genuine parental leave. There are some radical things we could look at but I am not sure the House of Commons is ready for it yet. ”   
· “My two top tips for political speaking, are if you are giving a speech in the Chamber make sure you are careful where you sit, so sit next to the microphones. And if you are giving a political speech take a deep breath and smile it helps you to relax as well.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties. It has over 100 interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts. 

2. wpradio.co.uk has generated 58,000 hits a month and our web stats show that our visitors are loyal, they return, tune in for some time and to more than one item. We have doubled our audience in a year.
3. wpradio also carries international content and has interviews with women MEPs in Europe, and women politicians in Africa and the Middle East. 

4. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

5. The British Library archives all the interviews on wpradio.co.uk in its new web collection.

6. For more information contact Boni Sones OBE on 07703 716961.
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