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Penny Mordaunt and Helen Whatley two PPC's for the Conservative Party - say they plan to “win” their seats

Penny Mordaunt, is the Conservative's prospective parliamentary candidate for Portsmouth North at the next general election. Helen Whatley is the Conservative's prospective parliamentary candidate for Kingston and Surbiton.  It's the first time Helen, a consultant in healthcare, telecoms and the media, and a mother of a young son, has stood as a candidate, and she has to defeat a Liberal Democrat.  Penny, a media consultant, stood before for the same seat in the 2005 election which was won by Labour.

Penny and Helen say they are getting a warm reception on the doorstep and that so called “door knocking” to get the vote out is hard work but rewarding. But, they reveal, it's the recession that is top of people's priorities alongside schools and hospitals. 
Both admit they have little time to go shopping for those “colourful” jackets women politicians wear to get spotted.

 Boni Sones, Executive Producer of www.wpradio.co.uk spoke to them at the Conservative Party Conference in Manchester where they sung the praises of the Women2Win campaign and the Rt Hon Theresa May MP the Shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions and Shadow Minister for Women for the support they have been given.

Penny said: ”When we go door knocking I am getting a really positive reception, people are in a difficult place and you hear some really sad stories. Over the summer we surveyed 10,000 people and we didn't speak to anyone who hasn't been affected by the recession. What you hear on the doorstep can be quite worrying, but Cameron is keen that we offer practical help too, as well as developing our policies for when we are in government. “

Helen said: “It seems a strange thing to do to go door knocking for votes, but we get a pretty good reception and people are really glad you have made the effort to find out what their concerns are.” 

Penny said crime, anti-social behaviour and health were all issues on the doorstep while Helen said education could be added to that list.

Helen continued: “There is no doubt we have to put in a lot of hours as a candidate, and I have a job and a family too, but we are fighting to win, and having a job as well means at least we have a normal life as well as a political one.”

Penny added: ”We spend every hour god sends working in the constituency and I have a full time job as well, holiday time is spent working for our communities. I go shopping for clothes just twice a year.”

Helen said: ”I don't think of myself as a politician but as someone with a normal job who is trying to make the Country a bit better.”

Both agreed the Women2Win campaign had supported them. Penny said:”Women2Win has been tremendously successful, and the Conservative Women's Association has helped to. If we do win at the next election I hope I will be part of a powerful group of women advocates in the House who will work together as the Labour women did, to get behind particular issues of importance to women in the Country. “  

Helen said Women2Win had provided support and  “someone to talk to, and to help with everything.”

She added that like Penny, wearing the right clothes was important as a woman candidate:” I was told to wear a colourful jacket and I do, being short, it helps me to get noticed but like Penny I have no time to go shopping now.”

Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties. It has over 70 interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts. 

2. wpradio.co.uk has generated 58,000 hits a month and our web stats show that our visitors are loyal, they return, tune in for some time and to more than one item. In August 2009 we got 2,000 listeners.

3. wpradio also carries international content and has interviews with women MEPs in Europe, and women politicians in Africa and the Middle East. 

4. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

5. The British Library archives all the interviews on wpradio.co.uk in its new web collection.

6. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.
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