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www.wpradio.co.uk talks to Chloe Smith the  MP for Norwich North
Chloe Smith, the new MP for Norwich North is now the youngest MP in Parliament after being elected in a by-election in July this year. At 27 she is two years younger than the previous "baby of the House", Lib Dem Jo Swinson, but Chloe insists: “If you are good enough you’re old enough the age isn’t the thing!”
Chloe describes herself as a Norfolk girl “through and through” and whilst a candidate for 18 months she was an energetic local campaigner. Her mentor was Baroness Gillian Shephard of Northwold, a former Norfolk MP and minister, and Chloe says she herself has mentored other potential candidates through the Conservative’s Women2Win Campaign jointly led by the Rt Hon Theresa May MP. 
She’s already given her Maiden Speech, on further education in her constituency and although she says she isn’t a fan of positive discrimination she does want to see women supported in their attempts to gain seats. 

Our reporter Linda Fairbrother secured a special interview with Chloe, but first she visited Cliveden House now in Berkshire the former home of the first women MP to take up her seat in Westminster the Conservative Lady Nancy Astor where she spoke to Annette Scudamore a National Trust guide.  

Chloe tells Linda:

· Asked about the difficulties of getting selected as a candidate Chloe said: “I had a standard election procedure and I get embarrassed when the selection procedure becomes the news items…I enjoyed the whole procedure and got on well with the people, you have to find a candidate who fits the seat; we all work together and you can’t shoe-horn that relationship if it works it works and in some cases you have to accept if it doesn’t it doesn’t. My experiences were positive on the whole and I enjoyed the whole procedure and got on well.”
· Asked about who helped her most Chloe said: “Gillian Shephard has been a role model for me, she was formerly my MP and she is very supportive of people trying to get into politics as a former MP and minister herself. It’s incredibly important to have role models.“
· Asked about the Women2Win campaign Chloe said: “The Women2Win campaign is a very, very good idea, I’ve been part of that training and mentoring and helping other people.”
· Asked about her age Chloe said: “My ambition is to be a very good MP, I’ve achieved this great honour at a very young age, I’m getting on with it, it’s a challenging job, if you are good enough you are old enough.” 
· Asked about David Cameron’s plans to parachute more women into Parliament Chloe said: “I’m not a fan of short-lists and quotas personally. I very much respect David Cameron looking at that as a tool, but I would much rather that we continue to use the tools of helping women to improve, after all as a Conservative I am a meritocrat and that is what I think we should be looking to do in our own party procedures.”
· Asked about the controversy over the selection of Liz Truss Chloe said: “I grew up in the SW Norfolk Seat so it’s quite close to home ..and all’s well that ended well …they have reaffirmed their choice in Liz Truss  and I have every confidence that she will go on to be a fine candidate and I hope a fine MP.” 
· Asked if she now felt part of the sisterhood in Westminster Chloe said: “I do prefer to get on with the job. …As an MP I represent 70,000 people and I get on with doing it, …the world has a wonderful range of people in it and it is our job as an MP to represent all of them.”
Chloe ended the interview by telling Linda of how she had left some papers in the ladies loo in Westminster and when rushing back to retrieve them the thought struck her that she needn’t worry because “there are so few women in Parliament that the statistical chance of someone picking them up was quite low.” 
Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties. It has over 90 interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts. 

2. wpradio.co.uk has generated 58,000 hits a month and our web stats show that our visitors are loyal, they return, tune in for some time and to more than one item. In August 2009 we got 2,000 listeners.

3. wpradio also carries international content and has interviews with women MEPs in Europe, and women politicians in Africa and the Middle East. 

4. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

5. The British Library archives all the interviews on wpradio.co.uk in its new web collection.

6. For more information contact Boni Sones on 07703 716961.
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