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Women’s Parliamentary Radio launches two new book online and in paperback by well known Eastern Region journalists
Women’s Parliamentary Radio, which had over half-a-million hits last year is launching a new books section. 

Executive Producer of www.wpradio.co.uk  Boni Sones OBE has published two books of her short-stories of Suffolk.  

Both books can be purchased online at www.wpradio.co.uk books for £7.50 each – allowing potential purchasers to order copies of the book from anywhere in the World where there is internet access. 

They are also available at Heffers Bookshop in Cambridge and The Aldeburgh Bookshop.

Boni’s books have been reviewed in the Cambridge Evening News, and will soon be featured by Steve Russell in The East Anglian Daily Times. Boni has worked for both papers. 

Boni Sones OBE Executive Producer of Women’s Parliamentary Radio said: “I spent ten years writing my two books of short stories about Sizewell, and Suffolk where I grew up and using my friends and family as material for my oral stories too. 

“It is an exciting time for web publishing and with the established national reputation of www.wpradio.co.uk  as a broadcaster of significance to women of all ages it is the next logical step for us to publish too. The books will also be available at Heffers in Cambridge, and The Aldeburgh Bookshop.” 

The books have been designed and printed by local Printers, Print Out of Histon in Cambridgeshire with the content being put online by Paul Foulsham, of Magstar, also in Cambridge.  

  Boni Sones OBE synopsis:
The Mermaid’s Tale:
  “All moving things in my house can be eaten, all moving things are for the pot. Never talk to a Mermaid, blow her a kiss and run”. My stories are unashamedly about my childhood in Suffolk and my love of my landscape and the sea at Sizewell on the east coast. They have been written over a period of ten years, in the form of poems or short stories. They are “oral” stories, or in Suffolk we call them “yarns” told over the kitchen table over the years one to the

other as a form of entertainment and a therapy for our troubles. As a trained broadcast journalist I write in the style of that other broadcaster the Canadian Garrison Keillor famous for his “Lake Wobegon Days”. 

 “The community I grew up in the fishing village of Sizewell, and nearby Leiston was home to the Garrett Anderson steam engine works, where your life depended on your skills and your ability to make and mend and fish and hunt. I have drawn a portrait of my childhood, upbringing and family years in these yarns, a portrait of growing up in a family of five sisters and find it difficult to write any sentence without poetry in its form. The short story and the poem are for me one and the same. These stories are for me, some ten years later, a form of homecoming and that homecoming is about my landscape and the ground on which I feel my feet belong, Suffolk.”

 “Two Mermaid’s Together”
A prequel to the Mermaid’s Tale:

  “Two Mermaids Together” is a collection of my writing as portraits. These short stories are portraits of my loves, my children, my friends, and my passions; paintings and stories. Clearly the themes are much the same as in “The Mermaid’s Tale”, reflecting my love of landscape, the sea shore, and the “oral” story. My writing draws on these visual images that formed me as I grew up in a small fishing village on the East Coast, Sizewell, and later in

life converted to my love of that desolate landscape and its vibrant light and colours “The Fens”.

 “As my age ripens my “tales” are meant as lessons to others. My god-daughters old and young clearly bring me great joy.”

 About Boni Sones OBE:
Boni Sones OBE is a writer and broadcaster. Her career spans thirty years in print, radio and TV journalism. Boni is better known for her work as Executive Producer of Women’s Parliamentary Radio www.wpradio.co.uk for which she received an OBE in January 2009 for “Services to broadcasting and PR”.

Her first book: “Women in Parliament: The New Suffragettes”, published by Methuen got onto the short-list for the Orwell Prize in Journalism in 2005.  

She began her career on the East Anglian Daily Times, going on to work for the Cheltenham Journal, the Cambridge Evening News, and BBC Look East. She has been a BBC correspondent on air and Political Editor in the East, and later helped set up BBC News 24 when it began. She now lives in Cambridge and works in Westminster. 

Her short stories of Suffolk have appeared in the East Anglian Daily Times and also Anglia Television has already broadcast some of the stories and poetry in the half hour documentary A First Take Film: “A Dream for Sizewell” which was short listed for the 2001 RTS East Anglia Awards, new voices category. 

 Boni has three grown up children and many god-children.

 Amanda Goodman, of BBC Look East, has also published with www.wpradio.co.uk books: “Finding Grace”. A synopsis is on the website.  

  Footnotes:
1.  Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties. It has over 100 interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts. 

 

2. wpradio.co.uk has now generated 73,000 hits in a month and over 500,000 visitors in a year. Our web stats show that our visitors are loyal, they return, tune in for some time and to more than one item. We have doubled our audience in a year.

 

3. wpradio also carries international content and has interviews with women MEPs in Europe, and women politicians in Africa and the Middle East. 

 

4. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

 

5. The British Library archives all the interviews on wpradio.co.uk in its new web collection. Boni received an OBE for "Services to Broadcasting and PR" in the January 2009 Honours List. 

 

6. For more information contact Boni Sones OBE on 07703 716961.

End.

