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Women’s Parliamentary Radio launches two new books online and in paperback by two well known Eastern Region journalists

Women’s Parliamentary Radio, which had over half-a-million hits last year is launching a new books section to encourage first time writers to publish.

Executive Producer of www.wpradio.co.uk  Boni Sones OBE has published two books of her short-stories of Suffolk while BBC Look East presenter Amanda Goodman has published her Royal Literary fund award winning first time novel “Finding Grace”.

Both authors paperback books can be purchased online at www.wpradio.co.uk books for £7.50 each – allowing potential purchasers to order copies of the book from anywhere in the World where there is internet access. 

The books have been designed and printed by local Printers, Print Out of Histon in Cambridgeshire with the content being put online by Paul Foulsham, of Magstar, also in Cambridge.  

Boni Sones OBE Executive Producer of Women’s Parliamentary Radio said: “It is an exciting time for web publishing and with the established national reputation of www.wpradio.co.uk  as a broadcaster of significance to women of all ages it is the next logical step for us to publish women authors as well.

“I spent ten years writing my two books of short stories about Sizewell, and Suffolk where I grew up and using my friends and family as material for my oral stories too. It’s a privilege to publish the works of other regional journalists such as the talented Amanda Goodman of BBC Look East who I first met when I worked at Look East too. 

“We have teamed up with a local printing company, Print Out of Histon, and my web manager Paul Foulsham of Magstar in Cambridge to pioneer skill based online publishing.
“Print Out and Magstar are long established and highly professional companies who I have worked with for many years. Anything the established publishers can do, our highly experienced team can do too, and we can distribute our books through the reach and power of the world-wide web.”
Amanda Goodman said: “It’s been a six year slog to write “Finding Grace” and I am indebted to my family and friends and writing mentors for the help they gave me to start and finish this book. It’s a tough book about a tough subject, women who lose their children at birth, but I feel it is of its time and should appeal to many women who recognise the injustice that women back in the 1960s felt when babies born to them were not given a proper burial if they died at birth or soon after.

“I want to thank my inspiring teacher Sal Cline and Jill Dawson, who kindly mentored me during my year with the Royal Literary Fund. I also feel pleased to be publishing with www.wpradio.co.uk books and to work with Print Out of Histon and Paul Foulsham of Magstar. It’s a great time to be an online author and suits my intrepid spirit in life. ”
Mike Johnson of Print Out said: “When Boni came and asked if we would help her pioneer self-publishing through www.wpradio.co.uk it didn’t take a minute for us to agree. We had all the skills needed right here in Cambridgeshire in our long established business and we are pleased with the books we have printed, the quality is as good as the publishing houses.”

Paul Foulsham of Magstar said:” We have helped nurture www.wpradio.co.uk as an established broadcaster of note nationally for four years now, and when Boni and I sat down and discussed using the web to distribute its books online I instantly agreed. You could be anywhere in the World and read the first ten pages of any book published on www.wpradio.co.uk and its synopsis, and then all you do is send an email to order a copy or as many as you want and pay via Paypal. It’s not rocket science if Amazon can do it then we can too.”   

 Boni Sones OBE synopsis:

The Mermaid’s Tale:

 “All moving things in my house can be eaten, all moving things are for the pot. Never talk to a Mermaid, blow her a kiss and run”. My stories are unashamedly about my childhood in Suffolk and my love of my landscape and the sea at Sizewell on the east coast. They have been written over a period of ten years, in the form of poems or short stories. They are “oral” stories, or in Suffolk we call them “yarns” told over the kitchen table over the years one to the

other as a form of entertainment and a therapy for our troubles. As a trained broadcast journalist I write in the style of that other broadcaster the Canadian Garrison Keillor famous for his “Lake Wobegon Days”. 
“The community I grew up in the fishing village of Sizewell, and nearby Leiston was home to the Garrett Anderson steam engine works, where your life depended on your skills and your ability to make and mend and fish and hunt. I have drawn a portrait of my childhood, upbringing and family years in these yarns, a portrait of growing up in a family of five sisters and find it difficult to write any sentence without poetry in its form. The short story and the poem are for me one and the same. These stories are for me, some ten years later, a form of homecoming and that homecoming is about my landscape and the ground on which I feel my feet belong, Suffolk.”

“Two Mermaid’s Together”
A prequel to the Mermaid’s Tale:

 “Two Mermaids Together” is a collection of my writing as portraits. These short stories are portraits of my loves, my children, my friends, and my passions; paintings and stories. Clearly the themes are much the same as in “The Mermaid’s Tale”, reflecting my love of landscape, the sea shore, and the “oral” story. My writing draws on these visual images that formed me as I grew up in a small fishing village on the East Coast, Sizewell, and later in

life converted to my love of that desolate landscape and its vibrant light and colours “The Fens”.

“As my age ripens my “tales” are meant as lessons to others. My god-daughters old and young clearly bring me great joy.”
About Boni Sones OBE:

Boni Sones OBE is a writer and broadcaster. Her career spans thirty years in print, radio and TV journalism. Boni is better known for her work as Executive Producer of Women’s Parliamentary Radio www.wpradio.co.uk for which she received an OBE in January 2009 for “Services to broadcasting and PR”.
Her first book: “Women in Parliament: The New Suffragettes”, published by Methuen got onto the short-list for the Orwell Prize in Journalism in 2005.  
She began her career on the East Anglian Daily Times, going on to work for the Cheltenham Journal, the Cambridge Evening News, and BBC Look East. She has been a BBC correspondent on air and Political Editor in the East, and later helped set up BBC News 24 when it began. She now lives in Cambridge and works in Westminster. 

Her short stories of Suffolk have appeared in the East Anglian Daily Times and also Anglia Television has already broadcast some of the stories and poetry in the half hour documentary A First Take Film: “A Dream for Sizewell” which was short listed for the 2001 RTS East Anglia Awards, new voices category. 

Boni has three grown up children and many god-children.
Amanda Goodman synopsis:

 “When you lose a child no-one expects you to break. No-one warns you that inside, a chandelier shatters and you have to walk around with the shards rattling and scattering

inside you. How can you put something so intricate, so broken back together? For a time you pretend you are whole. But all along you are Minus – a negative equation – something missing, incomplete.”

Rosie Pratchett’s baby girl dies moments after she’s born. It’s the 1960’s and the body is “disposed of” before she gets to hold her. She’s told to “forget it ever happened.” But she can’t let go. As her life unravels she makes a shocking decision. A chain of unstoppable

events is set in motion which take her to the brink of insanity. Then a miracle happens. But is this divine intervention or is a web of secrets and lies about to be uncovered?

About Amanda:

Amanda is a BBC presenter and journalist. She currently works in local television news for Look East, the BBC 1 daily news magazine. She began her career as a newspaper journalist in Oxford before becoming a BBC News Trainee in 1992. Her first job in television

was as a reporter on Look North in 1993. In 1997 she launched Look East’s new regional news service “Close Up” from Cambridge where she became the main presenter. She has also presented a leisure series on BBC 2, written her own regular newspaper column

and made two documentaries. The second, “Kindness of a Stranger” (1999), which she produced with Dick Meadows, was sparked by her original journalism and won two Royal Television Society awards. In 2005 she won a year’s grant from the Royal Literary Fund to write her first novel – Finding Grace. She is a graduate of Somerville College, Oxford University where she read Modern Languages. Her family originate from Eastern Europe,

including Poland, Latvia and Russia. She is married with three children and lives in Cambridge.
 Footnotes:

1. Wpradio.co.uk is a web based broadcaster supported by all parties. It has over 100 interviews with women and male politicians of all parties which can be listened to online or downloaded as podcasts. 

2. wpradio.co.uk has now generated 73,000 hits in a month and over 500,000 visitors in a year. Our web stats show that our visitors are loyal, they return, tune in for some time and to more than one item. We have doubled our audience in a year.
3. wpradio also carries international content and has interviews with women MEPs in Europe, and women politicians in Africa and the Middle East. 

4. Our supporters include Harriet Harman MP, Theresa May MP and Jo Swinson MP and many other female politicians listed on our site. 

5. The British Library archives all the interviews on wpradio.co.uk in its new web collection.

6. For more information contact Boni Sones OBE on 07703 716961.
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