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April 4th 2010
Wpradio.co.uk began the year with a four part series on “The Hustings” interviewing women politicians across party on what advice they would give to the novice women just standing as PPCs. We did Claire Ward for Labour, Maria Miller for the Conservatives, and Jo Swinson for the LDs. 

We also had the pleasure of being invited to attend the LD actual hustings in Cambridge, where the sitting MP David Howarth is standing down. We did a classic “fly on the wall” radio documentary of 30 minutes through from the six candidates, three men and three women presenting themselves to the members to the actual selection.

Theresa May MP, Co-founder Women2Win and Shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions and Shadow Minister for Women is contemplating an increase in the number of Conservative women MPs, should her party win the next General Election.  The numbers could rise from 18 now, just 9 per cent of the Parliamentary Party, to a possible 55 to 60, should the Tory Party get an overall majority. 

Theresa told us about the Conservative selection process and who to watch. We also posted a history of the Women2Win campaign feature article on the site written in 2006 on the trail with them all.

Linda Fairbrother recently spoke to two LDs, Baroness Shirely Williams on reform of the Commons, and to Celebrate International Women’s Day she also spoke to Lynne Featherstone about the LDs, “Real Women: body Image” campaign.

We re-ran the interview with Oona King with readings form her diary “House Music” on the Iraq war when the Chilcot Inquiry was hearing witnesses. Oona formed the All Party Parliamentary group on the prevention of genocide.

More recently Boni interviewed Ann Cryer MP, aged 70 who is standing down from Parliament, on her work on Forced Marriage and her grandma who was a suffragette. Linda Fairbrother did Vera Baird QC MP who has steered through the government’s Equality Bill which returns to the Commons on April 6th for final approval.

The United Nations has asked for permission to use wpradio.co.uk photos as a resource base for women in all Parliaments and we agreed. Boni asked the National Portrait Gallery again to purchase our women MP portraits taken in May 2008 across four parties, and which are soon to hang, by special permission, in the Upper Committee Corridor of the House of Commons.
UN Contact is: Gabor de Zagon, Global Programme on Parliamentary Strengthening, UNDP Brussels Office, 35 Square de Meeûs, Brussels.
For the first three months of this year our losses were £590.84 making £25,564.12 in all over the four years we have been going. Ugh.

Once again Boni asked the Speakers’ Conference, to mainstream wpradio.co.uk on terms previously agreed by the Board, and Anne Begg said she would come back to us on this, but no news to date.

So we plod on ever hopeful of some financial support sometime from someone!

Below are our web stats which are fantastic, once again thanks to all.

Our web traffic statistics month by month show just how steadily our audience has been growing during 2009. 
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We will bring you more news of our women MPs work across party in Westminster throughout 2010. 

From "the team", Boni Sones OBE

End.
