Minutes wpradio working breakfast meeting of Advisory Board and invited guests 

November 23rd House of Commons

From our Advisory Board: Eleanor Laing MP (Conservative); Jo Swinson MP (Liberal Democrat); Anne Begg (Labour), Deborah Mcgurran, BBC East; Boni Sones OBE, Executive Producer, author;

Others invited:  Kate Green MP (Labour); Julian Huppert MP LD, Kate Evans from office of Margot James MP (Cons). Nicole Yershon, of Ogilvy agency,  Elspeth Macdonald, Commonwealth Parliamentary Association UK, Linda Fairbrother, wpradio reporter, and Anne Garvey, journalist.  

Board apologised: not able to come before or on the day: Jackie Ashley, Chair, Barbara Keeley MP, Anastasia de Waal, Elizabeth Kanter, Nick Aldridge, Jake Rigg, Lesley Abdela, Boo Armstrong, Joni Lovenduski.

Boni previously circulated the paper below for discussion which was discussed by all:

Boni thanked all for attending and mentioned the good wishes from those who couldn’t be with us. She thanked all who had originally collaborated on wpradio.co.uk over the past six years including the MPs and Journalists in the room today especially Eleanor Laing MP, Jo Swinson MP,  Deborah Mcgurran and Linda Fairbrother who helped start the work off. 

Linda pointed out the mention of our audio archive in the British Library magazine which originated from the book: “Women in Parliament”.  Boni said the collaborative work on wpradio.co.uk had indeed taken many years and that she was happy to keep funding all, and paying journalists, for the time being, as costs were diminishing significantly with new technology and it kept copyright and ownership clear, resting with her. However the conversion of print journalists to broadcast journalism or training interns to do interviews had not been successful as professional voice, interview and technology skills were much needed to interview senior politicians across party. She therefore wanted to team up with a school of journalism on all in the future to reduce her workloads and find a home for wpradio. 

Boni set out the broad themes of the working paper and opened the meeting up for discussion on the four main themes of:

· Using a guest editor approach of MPs and journalists to turn wpradio.co.uk into a global broadcaster connecting with women in other parliaments through established international networks.

· Broadcasting through an APP on a mobile phone.

· Linking with a school of journalism to have an intern in parliament. 

· Finding a “home” to secure our future. 

· Technoglogy:  Boni said technology was enabling women globally and how the mobile phone was being used to empower women in Africa and elsewhere to run businesses but also how the information that came to them through it would be changing their lives; for instance societies where women had never before been told of birth control. She felt the technological advances made now allowed us to link with women in parliaments here to parliaments elsewhere in order that they may tell an “oral” story to one-another through world service style radio interviews on wpradio.co.uk. with minimal costs relatively. Eleanor felt we had a duty to use the ability we have to reach out to help other women. Kate Green said she felt that the issues that women would want to discuss would be the hard issues of body image and conflict. Eleanor said wpradio.co.uk had now constructed the scaffolding through which we could reach out and do this.

· Broadcasting through an APP:  Julian said he would investigate the APP issue and it was thought wpradio could make better use of twitter.  Boni said the Women2Win campaign has successfully spread the word about us so that many of the new women MPs from the Conservative side knew of us and were willing to do interviews immediately. She asked for the other parties to spread the word too. Boni pointed out the UN had found us through a google search, as had the producers of the series of plays on women and politics at the Tricycle Theatre in London, where wpradio interviews had been in an exhibition there on a full wall for all to listen to and therefore a name change now might be counter productive.

· Links and associations: Nicole Yershon of Ogivly spoke of the work commercial clients were doing to link their interests and campaigns globally through the web including Dove which celebrated global links and associations with people with set action days.   She spoke of the networks brands were forming and said that wpradio.co.uk was a strong brand that was now at a crossroads in terms of how it developed and managed its affairs. She said she thought it would be possible to team up with a client’s like minded CSR agenda. Anne Begg said she was learning a lot through twitter and blogging and Nicole said most of her contacts and links to websites happened through twitter as did Kate Evans. 

· It was mentioned how Asada had got involved in the VAT off sanitary products campaign and that commercial links can be helpful. Some thought wpradio might find a partner through some kind of CSR agenda and that the branding may not be too invasive but that the specific brand needed to be checked out thoroughly first. 

· It was noted that the House could not team up with wpradio but that a commercial link of the right kind would be acceptable so long as all parliamentary conventions are abided by. Boni said we could gradually work towards a re-launch at a future date, but still do the guest editor approach until that happened. They were complementary goals.  

· Guest editor approach connecting women globally: Boni asked Elspeth if the aim of connecting women through radio and oral story here with women in other parliaments was a worthwhile goal in itself and whether it replicated work done elsewhere? Elspeth said most definitely not and that the stories women told to the CPA of themselves and their parliaments were truly inspiring and motivating. She said such visits were worth covering. It was suggested we used the IPU as well as the CPA to link to. Kate Green said she would like to listen to interviews with “activists” more generally and not just women in other parliaments and there were comments on women in Afghanistan in particular. Others agreed but felt it would be difficult to do grass roots interviews without a much better resourced team. 
· Linking with journalist training: Deborah said she would raise the issue of linking with BBC journalist training with her colleagues, and Boni said she would investigate whether a journalist intern could use a desk in an office. All was to be checked out.  Deborah pointed out how time consuming fixing up interviews with MPs was, as did Boni and Linda, and it was felt a journalist intern could take the load from this as they would be available to spring into action with not too much notice. Deborah said what a good and worthwhile project wpradio.co.uk had been to be associated with over the past six years. Boni thanked her and said the BBC impartiality rules and like-minded support was all. She counted contributions to make sure there was an even balance of interviews across party relatively. 

Eleanor Laing said we should hold another meeting bringing together Nicole’s thoughts on the CSR agenda and helping wpradio.co.uk to go global through that. This was agreed. Boni said she would do an “elevator pitch” to Nicole. Rim Blackberry would be approached too. All were thanked.  

End.

Paper for discussion advisory board meeting wpradio.co.uk 

 “The best way to persuade people is with your ears, by listening to them”,. Dean Rusk

“Story gives people enough space to think for themselves. A story develops and grows in the mind of the listener. If it is a good story you don’t have to keep it alive by yourself. It is automatically retold or replayed in the minds of your listeners “ Annette Simmons, Author, The Story Factor

“Of course that is not the whole story, but that is the way with stories; we make them what we will. It's a way of explaining the universe while leaving the universe unexplained, it's a way of keeping it all alive, not boxing it into time.” Jeanette Winterson
Questions Future www.wpradio.co.uk
We have previously circulated an update note to the Board which is on our website too. Since then Peter Cook, our sound engineer and Rich Bradbury have done a modest relaunch of our site design for us at a minimal cost, so many thanks to both. We look good as you will see. 

The purpose of our breakfast is to ask if we should broaden our aims in order to reach women through the power of oral story at a grass roots level in communities large and small developed and developing all over the World through a simple BBC Radio 4 “Women’s Hours” approach? We would be creating a World Service for women in Parliaments globally through regular programme making and distribution.

Eventually we could even suggest topics for discussion in these parliaments in certain set months and report on who said what and when, linking sometimes to the campaigns of others too such as the ActionAid campaign to appoint an “International Violence Against Women” Minister, or reporting on the progress of the Millennium Development goals on say “Breastfeeding”  as and when.  

If wpradio.co.uk were to adopt a more global approach to linking women of all parties through new mobile technology two main areas need to be addressed one the technology and two the policy implications.

1. Technology:

· How best to transmit our programmes globally using mobile technology in addition to the internet and the computer?

· Would an “itunes you” approach be sufficient?

· What about teaming up with a mobile supplier to have an App on a mobile linking to us?

· Would such a partnership jeopardise our impartiality?

· What would be the costs, structure best approach to all. and are there other options we should pursue? 

· How can technology empower women? – A five-minute view from RIM – Blackberry. 

2. Policy implications:

· Would wpradio.co.uk be able to us existing structures within the party system to engage globally with women in other parliaments, where these structures exist?

· Would a guest editor approach help facilitate this, in that the guest editor MP, could link to other MPs in their parties who do have these relationships?

·  As well as choosing two domestic issues to report on each month, the guest editor could also chose a “Like Mind” to interview in another parliament, which Boni would arrange via speaker phone (as good as a line booking these days).  So three suggested interview topics each month for the guest editor, modest but achievable.  

· All interviews will be “mediated” by a Senior Broadcast Journalist or equivalent to ensure impartial straight up straight down journalism.

· A party by party link to other parliaments would ensure we raise our profile and are marketed in those parliaments too, engaging and entertaining audiences there and hopefully, overcoming language problems.

· Our policy to date has been that of a “walled community” we have not shared content with others or through internet providers. Although we do twitter and press release our interviews.

3. Additional questions: 

· Should we team up with the BBC school of journalism, or other to help us pursue these aims, with a possible internship in Westminster?

· What are the downsides to this?

· Costs of all, including time commitment?

· Would other organisations such as the Commonwealth Association be worth engaging with, have MPs got links that would help?

· How much new content to provide each month? Suggested no more than five “as live” interviews, discussions, a month. Three from the Guest editor (one “like mind” by them, two others by an SBJ or equivalent) with topics MPs or other guest editors suggest.

End. 

