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www.wpradio.co.uk / Boni Sones OBE

70 Great Russell Street, London, WC1B 3JJ / Mobile: 07703 716961

WOMENG PARLIAMENTARY RADIO WAS
FOUNDED IN SEPTEMBER 06 BY BONI
SONES OBE OF EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES AND
OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED IN MARCH 07.

It is wholly owned and run by Boni through
her Company but supported by women
politicians across party globally and by
nationally known journalists. The content is
mediated and generated by women
journalists on behalf of women politicians to
promote the work they are doing on social
policy issues in Britain, Europe, Africa and
the Middle East. Jackie Ashley, of the
Guardian and BBC is our Chair.

In January 09 Boni was awarded an OBE for

Women MPs Eleanor Laing Conservative,
Barbara Keeley and Anne Begg, both Labour,
and Jo Swinson Liberal Democrat are on our
Advisory Board and have been great
supporters.

SINCE SEPTEMBER 2006 WPRADIO.CO.UK
HAS BROADCAST APPROX 170 REPORTS
WITH WOMEN MPs in the Labour,
Conservative and Liberal Democrat Parties in
Britain, including Ministers in the Cabinet and
Shadow Cabinets, such as Theresa May MP,
and Lynne Featherstone MP, Harriet Harman
MP. We also talk to leading women in the
charity sector too such as Lynne Berry CEO of
the WRVS. We have interviewed academics
and those who feed into social policy like the

: X ; TUC, and the Womends I nstit
fServices to broadcasting and Public
Rel ati onso. Male MPs are interviewed too, when they
. . . promote family anduchwad mends
Boni was given permission to set up the web John Bercow, Speaker of the Commons.
broadcaster after writing a book on women
politicians published in September 2005 Many of our Head to Head interviews are
call ed: i Wo me n i n Pardulmbmedtwi t hh enu Nieaw, al | ar e
Suffragetteso with Mar cuabredistenedvto or atreamédiRhrowghn ttie web
Professor Joni Lovenduski. She presented site or downloaded. People agree our content is
her idea to women MPs in the Cabinet and to BBC standards and is of the very best, better
Shadow Cabinet and to the then Minister for than most newspaper podcast content of today.
the Creative Arts, Shaun Woodward MP. She We aim to become the BBC like world service
has also won the support of the Commons for women in parliaments globally in 2011. We
authorities themselves and the BBC. will be letting women MPsher e t hr ough a |
o _ editoro approach interviev
Boni is now a lobby pass holder in parliaments.
Westminster and is supported by Linda
Fairbrother of Anglia TV renown. Others have We have also recorded 12 analytical
reported for us including Deborah McGurran documentaries fifile on four

of the BBC, the late Brian Shallcross of Gcap
media and our fledgling broadcast reporters
Daisy Ayliffe, Lucy Fairbrother, Georgie
Hemmingham, Sophie Kinradl. Magazine
journalist Anne Garvey and film maker
Barbara Gorna, are supporters too.

which have attracted sponsorship and some
round table AAny Quwevisht i ons:
politicians from all parties.

Internationally wpradio.co.uk has produced
documentaries on the European Parliament,



The Ugandan Parliament, and on Ethiopia
and Afghanistan too as well as promoting

John Bercow MP 6 s wor k
Africa.
Our broadcasts are available on mobile

AAppsoO too which can
our site. This means our reports can be heard
without the necessity to own a computer and
means we can reach parts of the world
through mobile technology only.

In Europe, Diana Wallis MEP, the Liberal
Democrat, a Vice President of the European
Union is a supporter, as is Mary Honeyball
MEP, who represented Labour women MEPs
t her e. We have al so
Margot Wallstrom, a Vice President of the
European Commission, and the Spanish
MEP Barbara Duhrkop.

S

We carry video interviews recorded at the
Westminster Millbank studios to ITV
professional standards. However, our main
media for communication is radio to BBC
Radio 4 and World Service standards and the
renowned Reithian production values of
iinfor m, educate and

We have a BBC archive of content taken
from Today in Parliament on our website too.
This formative association with wpradio.co.uk
is how discontinued.

In all we put around four to six new
interviews on the site each month, Home and
International, generating about 30 minutes
new content each week over two hours a
month.

We have just out to all 142 women MPs of all
parties our 2011 catalogue of content. In the
autumn of 2008 we launched four portraits of
women MPs party by party at the National
Portrait Gallery to mark 90 years of women
and the vote. They have now been
purchased by the House of Commons Works
of Art Committee. The Parliamentary
Education Service have also purchased
copyright to the photographs and they can be
download from the official House of
Commons Parliamentary Education Service
website at www.parliament.uk/education.

wpradio.co.uk is also worked with the
NASUWT to distribute copies of the photocall

brochure direct to schools through the 130
NASUWT Equality Offices. The then Equality
Minister, Marea reagte,i wdote a letter in support
of this to the Equality Offices.

b e downl oaded from

OUR ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS, THE
MINUTES OF OUR MEETINGS AND OUR
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS, AND BUSINESS PLAN
CAN ALL BE FOUND ON THE ABOUT US
PAGE OF WPRADIO.CO.UK. WOMEN MPs
FROM ACROSS PARTY SIT ON OUR
ADVISORY BOARD AS DO LEADING
MEMBERS OF THE THIRD-SECTOR.
Swendenot

poken to

Our WP Radio Advisory Board

Journalists:

e ackie Ashiey, ghwir, Guardian and BBC

Deborah McGurran, BBC East
Lesley Abdela, Shevolution
Boni Sones, Executive Producer, author

MPs:

Eleanor Laing MP (Conservative)
Jo Swinson MP (Liberal Democrat)
Barbara Keeley MP (Labour)

Anne Begg MP (Labour)

Academic:
Professor Joni Lovenduski, Feminist academic
Birkbeck College, London

Other:

Anastasia de Waal, Family and Education
officer, Civitas

Elizabeth Kanter, Research in Motion

Third Sector:

Nick Aldridge, CEO MissionFish UK
Boo Armstrong, CEO, GetWell UK
Philippa Reiss, Gone Rural Swaziland

Financial sector:
Jake Rigg, Panoptican



Our editorial policy and our sponsors can be
found on Aour Sponsorso page. We are totally
transparent.

We press release interviews we have done

and these have been reported by the

mainstream media such as the Guardian, the

Telegraph, the Independent and BBC and

ITV.Aain these are on the site under fdLatest
NewsoO.

We set out t o be the Womenods Hour of
Westminster and have indeed become it.

wpradio.co.uk is now a global brand of some

repute, collected by the United Nations and

now in the history books too with our

interviews being on display at the Tricycle

pl ays i n London i Wo me n, Power and
Pol i t dreeguésts fodnterviews would be

looked on favourably in most of the major

Parliaments in the World today.

Our founding MP members were Caroline
Spelman MP, Jo Swinson MP, Sally Keeble,
and Sandra Gidley. As a result of their desire
for women MP's across party to work
together on issues of concern, wpradio.co.uk
got off to a strong and stable beginning. They
were assisted by Labour researcher Dan
Beagle who we are indebted to.



More about Boni

BONI WAS VOTED ONE OF THE 20 MOST
INFLUENTIAL WOMEN IN BRITAIN BY
WOMEN IN PuBLIC PoLICY MAGAZINE
FOR THE WORK SHE HAS DONE AS
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER OF WOMEN®
PARLIAMENTARY RADIO.

She was nominated for the Dods Scottish
Widows female political journalist of the year
award 08. She has also been a nominee for
the Channel 4 political awards in January
2008 and a nominee for the Orwell Prize in
journalism in 2005. Boni is asked to Judge
the Chartered Institute of Public Relations
Excellence Awards, Broadcasting too.

Boni is now requested to speak at and Chair
national events, and is a guest speaker on
new media.

Boni has strong associations with support
groups of women in Westminster, such as
Fabi an Wo me n , t he
Women2Win campaign and the Liberal
Democrats too. Organisations such as

Linda Fairbrother has a thirty year career in
journalism and broadcasting and originates in
t he f E aShe has atreputation for her work
in the charitable sector.

In 2011 we will be joined by other established
broadcast journalists who will be conducting
interviews for us.

Conservativeos

Fawcett, the former Wo men 6 s Nati onal

Commission, the ERS, the Human Rights
Commission, NASUWT are supporters.

Boni has thirty years experience in print,
radio and TV journalism, has been a BBC on
air correspondent, radio and TV, a BBC
political editor, and helped set up BBC News
24. She has been in charge of teams of
broadcast journalists reporting into live
programmes.
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Our web statistics

WE ARE NOT A MEMBERSHIP BASED
ORGANISATION NOR INDEED HAVE TRIED
TO SET UP ONE.

Our focus to date has been on creating
reputation and the product brand to BBC
standards of broadcasting, that fnforms,
educates and entertainsoto Reithian values.

We had over half a million hits last year about
55,000 a month.

SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUuL AUG

(i

2294 3124 2782 2016 3260 3518 3847 3051 23913 2072 2852 2637

Visits to WP Radio September 2009 - August 2010

In May 2010 we had our highest audience
ever with 3,913 visitors, there were over
1,000 more visitors in June and July too
compared to last year and even August
increased. We don't share our content with
others in order to inflate our stats, you have
to visit our website to listen to our content.

In July 2010 for the first time we published our
Top Ten podcasts for that month. The top 8 all
had over 100 downloads per podcast approx
3,000 downloads of actual podcasts in one
month.

Wopradio.co.uk most recent web stats from
November 201 to March 201 show a similar
picture: we are consistently getting over 2500
visits per month. Downloads have ranged
between 25GB and 36GB per month.

Our top five podcasts had over 100 downloads
each with Hazel Blears, Sally keeble, Theresa
May and Anne Begg heading the list. There
were 1,200 downloads in the top 10!

Our visitors are not only returning they are
staying on the site to listen to more than one
item for an average of ten minutes.

Also our visitors are likely to be the most
important opinion formers across politics in the
UK. We know members of the Cabinet and
Shadow Cabinets listen in.

We are told our visitor numbers are much the
same as established membership based
organisations such as the Society of Editors.

Our previous stats for 2009 are set out below.

MONTH VIsSITS PAGES HITS MONTH VISITS PAGES HITsS

Dec 2009 91 136 1613 Dec 2009 2105 3130 37100
Nov 2009 92 150 1513 Nov 2009 2782 4526 55227
Oct 2009 100 156 1513 Oct 2009 3124 4851 46915
Sep 2009 76 124 1200 Sep 2009 2294 3727 36013
Aug 2009 66 98 1039 Aug 2009 2056 3062 32239
Jul 2009 57 100 1002 Jul 2009 1791 3114 31065
Jun 2009 65 100 1299 Jun 2009 1970 3025 38984
May 2009 66 104 1845 May 2009 2063 3240 57209
Apr 2009 55 86 1607 Apr 2009 1656 2605 48233
Mar 2009 59 101 1742 Mar 2009 1831 3144 54012
Feb 2009 54 102 1770 Feb 2009 1538 2873 49562
Jan 2009 52 90 1234 Jan 2009 1633 2805 38255
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How we operate

We are a small team and
Boni employs a
professional web
management company, in
Cambridgeshire who are
trained in sound, as is
Pete Cook of
Screenspace our brilliant
Sound Engineer. Our site
works and IS
uncomplicated you press
Aipl ayo and t
recordings do just that,
t hey Apl ayo
downloaded. Paul
Foulsham of Magstar
helped us get started. We
are grateful to him and
his team.

We have deliberately not
tried to make the site
complex and to be all
things to all people. It is
t he

The team enjoys our work
which is done on a shoe
string budget to high
standards. We are
committed. Boni Sones
OBE commissions and
pays for all content and
associated costs, but is
advised by the technical
team, the Advisory Board,
and women politicians.

EXPRESSIONS OF
INTEREST IN
WPRADIO.CO.UK

Wopradio.co.uk has
received expressions of
interest in  working in
partnership with us, all
from established media or
new media organisations.
We regularly talk to
others and collaborate
where we can and seek
out new ways to operate.

MARKETING

AWomenos
Westminstero.

We regularly meet and
talk with MPs and attend
events. We were asked to
be the Media Partner of
the NASUWT at their
annual conference on
women and the vote, and
have worked with the
Fabi an
conferences too and the
Women2Win ones. We
have also attracted
sponsors, the ERS, STEP

ne 3% BesSEnSn Yfiep

erry.

o rOur audin arcbive of 82

women MPs interviews
from a book Boni wrote:
i Wo me n i n
The New

was opened at the British
Library in  September
2010 and Boni was
featured talking about it
and the team on the BBC

JTod rogramme.
Hl'ﬁa@és to Otkfe team of

interviewers which also
included then Angela
Lawrence and Dr Eva
Simmons.

We regularly twitter too
and others twitter about
us. www.wpradio.co.uk
at Tweetminster will find

us ASocietyo

Thanks to Nick Aldridge.
B o ni waosdpress blog
has all our press releases
too. A Google search will
find all.

We have sent out
Newsletters and our
brochures, and in
December 08 we
produced and sent to
interested women MPs
across party a DVD of our
audio content and photo
launch at the NPG, to
mark 90 years of Women
and the Vote. This DVD is
now available on the

Wo menos

Par |
Suf fr

website for schools and
colleges at a price of £22,
eventually perhaps
generating income for us.

The NPG launch also has
a catalogue of the event
and what we did when.
\:[]Yle h{’;lv\(lav bere mentioned
i he amber at a
Womenos Dayi
the actual URL i.e.
www.wpradio.co.uk T it
must be a first in
Westminster!

One of our big selling
points in terms  of
authenticity and the Web
isI that thee Bripsh Library
drchived"€ At of  our
Lshien ,taﬁdste(ﬂls us we
even have an audience in
the USA. All of these are
displayed on the site.

OUR FUTURE

We hope to carry this
important work  further
with a suitable business
partner. Special thanks to
Deborah McGurran of the
BBC East whose support
has been invaluable and
Jackie Ashley our Chair.
Anastasia de Waal our
Advisory Board member
has daen a teusted friend
too throughout and
thanks to Lucy
Fairbrother for her
technical know how.

BONI SONES OBE

EXECUTIVE
PRODUCER,
WPRADIO.CO.UK

JuLy 11.

debat ¢


http://www.wpradio.co.uk/

Latest content July and
June 2011!

1. Carolyn Quinn Chair of
the Parliamentary Press

Gallery i the
first woman!

"The Burma
Road" i Our
intrepid

reporter Linda Fairbrother
takes a tour of the press
gallery fondly known as
"The Burma Road" with
Carolyn Quinn.

Carolyn is well known as
presenter of the The
Westminster Hour on Radio
4 on Sunday evenings at
10.00pm. Our audience will
also recognise her voice as
the presenter of the
weekday PM in Eddie Mair's
absence, she's presented
on Today too!

Carolyn began on The Irish
Post, then she was selected
for a BBC local radio trainee
scheme, then she worked
for Radio Solent, before
moving on to the local radio
desk for the BBC at
Westminster. She became a
political correspondent in
1994.

Women weren't allowed into
the Press Gallery. In the
1890s they declared: "The
consequences would have
been too difficult to
conceive." Then two women

sat in the press gallery to
cover Nancy Astor taking
her seat as the first woman
MP in 1919! It took another
26 years before woman took
up permanent reporting
posts in the Gallery. Thanks
Carolyn for the tour and for
the history, more power to
YOU!

2. Face to Face
Encounters: Nigel Nelson
talks to Tim Loughton MP,
Under Secretary of State
for Children

and Families

No time to draw breath, Tim
Loughton, the MP for East
Worthing and Shoreham,
has found himself in the hot
seat since becoming the
Under Secretary of State for
Children and Families in the
coalition government. A
Foster Carers Charter,
Adoption Guidance, a £11.2
million grant to the NSPCC
for ChildLine and other help
lines, child protection
guidance, helping to launch
the new National Citizen's
Service, a visit to Rethink,
not to mention a web chat
with the Youth Parliament
and speaking his mind
about cut-backs to Sure
Start on Twitter too. Phew!

Tim Loughton isn't

frightened of speaking up for

his beliefs and championing
the causes close to his
heart. Here Tim speaks with
real passion and conviction

about his plans for the future

to Nigel Nelson, Political
Editor of the People in the

second of his series "Face
to Face" encounters.

Tim pledges to get to the
"heart of the more difficult
communities” to help them
access Sure Start Centres
which he would like to see
expand and open for longer
in the evening and at
weekends too. He is
"ambitious" for them to "do
more and better for more
people!" You can't improve
on that. Thanks Tim!
Education and youth training
and

children
are also
at the
top of
his "to

: do list"!
Read Nigel's blog:

www.blogs.people.co.uk/nig
el-nelson



http://blogs.people.co.uk/nigel-nelson/
http://blogs.people.co.uk/nigel-nelson/

3. Face to Face
Encounters: Hazel
Blears MP talks to the
Political Editor of the
People
Nigel
Nelson

Hazel Blears, the
Labour MP for
Salford since
1997, who
served as the
Secretary of State for
Communities and Local
Government and Minister of
State for Policing and Counter
Terrorism has a lot to say on
the new Coalition
government® fPrevento
strategy to combat terrorism. It
was launched in 2007, when
Hazel was a Minister, to stop
people becoming terrorists or
supporting terrorism. Almost
£80 million was spent on
1,000 Prevent schemes, in the
battle against al-Qaeda. But it
was dogged with controversy
and allegations money went to
the wrong groups. So what
does Hazel think of the new
Coalition government® fre-
focusedoPrevent strategy?
Nigel Nelson the Political
Editor of the People asked her
in this special wpradio.co.uk
frace to Face Encounterso
interview.

Read Nigel& blog:
www.blogs.people.co.uk/nigel-

nelson.

4. Women2Win: Looking
Towards 2015 - The Rt
Hon Theresa May MP

It was a five year birthday
party and a packed

celebration of the
Conservative Women2Win
Campaign that saw a record
49 of their women MPs
elected to Parliament in the
2010 General Election. But not
content with their numbers the
campaign is marching on to
get even more Conservative
women MP elected in the next
General Election probably in
2015. So could the event
panellists envisage a gender
balanced parliament in the
next ten years? Our intrepid
reporter Linda Fairbrother
talked to them as the
celebrations came to a lively
and vibrant
conclusion.

Linda began
with the

Guest

Speaker, The
Rt Hon
Theresa May
MP Home
Secretary and \
Minister for Women and
Equalities, then she chatted to
Helen Grant MP, Priti Patel
MP, Sarah Childs, Professor
of Politics, University of Bristol
and Jackie Ashley, Columnist,
The
Guardian.

www.wpradio.
co.uk would
like to thank:
Brooks
Newmark MP
& Baroness
/ Morris of
‘ Bolton Co-
Chairmen of Women2Win &
Alexandra Robson &
Baroness Jenkin of
Kennington Director of
Women2Win & Co-Founder of
Women2Win. Find out more...

5. Ann Treneman and Gisela

Stuart MP

"Face to

Face"

Women's

Parliamentar d

y Radio

hears from HORS

The Times 3 (

sketch writer - & N

% ‘

Ann
Treneman in
the third of
her special
"Face to
Face
Encounters"
series on
reform of
Parliament.

This week Ann talks to Gisela
Stuart the Labour MP for
Birmingham Edgbaston since
1997 and Editor of the House
Magazine.

Scroll down and you can also
hear Ann interview Natascha
Engel MP (Lab) who chairs
the Backbench Business
Committee and The Green
Party Leader Caroline Lucas
MP in the same series of
"Encounters"”. Thanks Ann.
These interviews are special.

6. Penny Mordaunt MP and
her "Special Educational
Needs Bill"

Penny Mordaunt the
Conservative MP for
Portsmouth North has
introduced a Private Member's
Bill on "Special Educational
Needs" provision. Penny
wants the money to follow the
pupil and even though such
Bills rarely become law her Bill
is already attracting the
attention of Government


http://blogs.people.co.uk/nigel-nelson/
http://blogs.people.co.uk/nigel-nelson/
http://www.women2win.com/

Ministers and may be taken up
as an issue by them in the
future eventually leading to
change. Penny talks to Boni
Sones OBE our Executive
Producer.

To support Penny go to
www.pennymordaunt.co.uk
Good luck Penny.

7. The story of Queen
Mothers in Ashantiland,
Ghana - Dilys Kyeiwaa
Winterkorn

The role of women in the Arab
Spring uprisings and now in
Bahrain is highlighting the
different cultural values placed
on the role of women in
today's "global village society".
In one African Country,
Ghana, Queen Mothers have
traditional had a powerful
"feminist” role to play in
organising their communities
and providing a safety network
within them. On issues such
as politics, agriculture and
education the women speak
up and get their voices heard,
all thanks to a "golden stool",
and a Queen Mother called
Yaa Asantewaa the Great.

Dilys Kyeiwaa Winterkorn will
tell you more. She spoke to
our Executive Producer Boni
Sones OBE.

What are they banging on
about?

Wilberforce abolished slavery
by Abanging
many years. A year into a new
Conservative and Liberal
Democrat coalition
government and Parliament,
three women MPs and the
Labour leader Ed Miliband talk
of the issues of concern to
them.

8. Seema Malhotra Director of
the Fabi an
launches a campaign:
i Wo me n
assist more Labour women to
become MPs at the next
General Election. 22 women
have been selected to be that
fckad n t he
we hear from two of them
Chloe and Suzy. Thanks to
Seema we hear from the
Labour Leader Ed Miliband
too.

ono bout it

Womenos

changing

g-l ass

9. Nadine Dorries
Conservative MP for Mid-
Beds on her "Sex Education"
Ten Minute Rule Bill to
encourage abstinence in sex
through incorporating it into

sex education in schools.
over

10. Rachel Reeves Labour MP
for Leeds West tells us about
the AHands off
campaign for women who are
unjustly being affected by
public sector cut-backs,
particularly some 57-year-old
women.

Net wor k

p dl. BaronessSal Btinton, a

Liberal Democrat Peer, is
going to ensure her Party gets
more women into Parliament
at the next General Election.

d heeiie bré suggéstions that the
existing seven Liberal
Democrat women MPs will all
lose their seats.

Banging on they most
certainly are and that's what
brings success ultimately.
Thanks Ed for the sound bite!

r


http://www.pennymordaunt.co.uk/

CATALOGUE OF CONTENTS - MAY 2011 AND ALL OF 2010:

1. Could you cook a
lunch for just 33p?
Eating for £1 a day to
relieve world poverty.

Baroness Anne Jenkin of
Kennington, has a reputation for
her work fundraising for charities.
It is not surprising then that
within weeks of putting on her
"Red Robes and Ermine" she
could be found in a small kitchen
along a corridor several flights of
stairs up in the Lords cooking a
lunch for her fellow Peers and
supporters that cost just 33p.

Baroness Jenkin, was taking up
the challenge put down by the
"Below the Line" charities
fighting poverty around the
World: RESULTS UK, Christian
Aid, Think Global, Restless
Development, and Salvation
Army (International
Development), to live off just £1
a day for food and drink. 1.4
billion people have no choice but
to live their lives below the
poverty line.

Anne's "good housekeeping"
33p a day "soup kitchen" in the
Lords managed to provide not
just a filling soup, but pita bread,
cheese and tomatoes to her
"hungry" colleagues too. Recipes
on www.livebelowtheline.org.uk

Baroness Jenkin was joined by
Baroness Trish Morris,

Baroness Judith Jolly, helper
Dorothy Tyson, and four younger

supporters Guy Kirkpatrick, Mayti
Navellou, Ashli Alberty, and
Kathryn Llewellyn. Our intrepid
ww.wpradio.co.uk reporter Linda

Fairbrother went to join them and
taste the soup but first she
began to smell it as she found
her way to that kitchen.

2. The Million Women Rise
coalition report on violence in
the Congo.

The Million Women Rise
coalition went to Westminster
recently to present their findings
of their recent trip to the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
There will be Presidential
elections in the Congo at the end
of this year, and their report on
their trip "Congo:..The road to
Mwenga", which has five tough
recommendations, will be
presented to Parliament soon by
the Chair of that meeting,
Jeremy Corbyn MP, Vice Chair
of the All Party Human Rights
Group (APPG).

The trip was part of the Third
International Action of the World
March of Women that involved
women from 48 countries. The
Million Women Rise coalition
report and film of the trip aims to
address the realities of sexual
and gender-based violence for
Congolese women as well as
strategies for ensuring that
those who commit them are
brought to justice. Our Executive
Producer, Boni Sones spoke to
the speakers and audience.

Fact file: "The UK government
effectively monitors and
evaluates the impact of UK tax
payers' contribution of 1
million dollars a day spent in
the DR Congo. But it "does
not reach women who have
been raped or improve
prospects for the future".

To sign a petition on the Congo,
to be sent to Equalities Minister
and International Violence
Against  Women  champion,
Lynne Featherstone MP i see
http://www.congonow.org/actionp
age/lynne-featherstone-sgbv-en

3. Zarghuna Kargar: "Dear
Zari - Hidden Stories from
Women of Afghanistan”

Af ghan Womeno6s
Zarghuna Kargar has just
publishedhernew b ook
Zari 0. Based on
stories of women in Afghanistan
today, including her own, she
tells how these heart-breaking
and empowering stories are
transforming
simply through

Zarghuna was part of the first
team of journalists to report for
Af ghan Womeno6s
two years became the second
most popular programme on the
Radio. The telling of stories and
the sharing of experiences
through radio has transformed
the lives of many women and
their families. Zarghuna tells our
Executive Producer, Boni Sones
OBE, how every time she wrote
or read lines in the book tears
came to her eyes:

Hour

fiDear
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r

womenos
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A hope my book
because there are so many hurt
feelings involved in these
emotions, hurt feelings of me
and women in the
spoke to Zarghuna at the
Cambridge Wordfest event as
they sat by the river bank.

Published by Chatto & Windus in
early May 2011. Amazon:
Hardback £11.29 or £8.31
Paperback, www.amazon.co.uk/

You can read our press release
here...

4.Jo's marathon for leukaemia
research Target: £2,620.00
Raised so far: £2,770.40 If you
would like to sponsor Jo go
to: www.justgiving.com/jo-
swinson

Jo
Swinson
the

' Liberal
Democrat
MP for
East
Dunbarto
nshire, a
" PPS to
Vince Cable, and co-founder of
the Campaign For Body
Confidence is about to compete
in the Virgin London Marathon
2011 on April 17th.

Jo is only the second women MP
ever to run the London Marathon
following in the footsteps of her
colleague Patsy Calton, a former
LD MP for Cheadle, who ran it
four times, but subsequently died
of cancer in 2005.

At her height Jo has trained for
between 35 to 40 miles a week,
and fitted in five work outs during
the week. She eats plenty of
compl ex ficarbso
confides that while she is running

long distances she snacks on

sports driakd andvjelly dabies a r e

too.

Jo who completed the Loch Ness
MMarathon i0 20@87psayis running
is a good way t
body and give you confidence.
Our Executive Producer Boni
Sones OBE caught up with Jo as
she was climbing the stairs to
her third floor office in
Westminster:

You can read our press release
here...

5. Ann McKechin MP for
Glasgow North and Shadow
Secretary of State for Scotland

Ann McKechin has been an MP
since June 2001 and the MP for
the newly configured
constituency of Glasgow North
since 2005. She was Scottish
Office Minister in the last Labour
government and is now the
Shadow Secretary of State for
Scotland. Ann previously served
on the Scottish Affairs
Committee and then as a
member of the International
Development Committee and
was Chair of the All Party Group
on Debt, Aid and Trade and
Chair of the backbench group of
Scottish Labour MPs.

Our intrepid www.wpradio.co.uk
reporter Linda Fairbrother spoke
to her about how she managed
to work as a Westminster MP,
with the Holyrood MP, the
Regional representatives and the
Euro MP. How does "devolved"
government work for the people
who vote for her?

6. wpradio.co.uk listeners 2011

wpradio.co.uk web stats for the
previous 6 months show we are
consistently getting over 2500

b u {isitsBper $n6nth. Downloads

have ranged between 25GB and
36GB per month.

Our March Top 10 downloads

1 Hazel Interview 203

ABRASpect o your
How the budget is

Sally .
2 Keeble helping 171
grandparents
3 Theresalnterview 159
May
Anne Parliamentary
4 Be Education Service123
99 Question Time
Anne Parliamentary
5 reform and MPs 108
Begg
expenses
6 ERS Women Mp's 99
Alan N
7 Cambe”Prostltuuon 97
Emil Women
8 Wildiyn supporting 97
9 Women
NoreenaWomen and the
9 . 97
Hertz  Recession
10Angela Voting Reform 96
Eagle

7. And what a "swell" party it
was i Speaker's House and
International Women's Day

On 2nd April 1911 a lone
suffragette, Emily Wilding
Davison hid herself in the broom
cupboard in the Chapel of St
Mary Undercroft, in the crypt of
St Stephen's Hall, Westminster,
on the night of the census so that
she could give her address as
the House of Commons.

100 years later there was no
need to hide. The Speaker John
Bercow opened the doors of his
State Rooms to the women MPs
from all parties with their friends
and special guests from
campaigning organisations to
mark the Centenary of

I nternational

Wo me n 6 s


http://www.amazon.co.uk/Dear-Zari-Stories-Women-Afghanistan/dp/0701184698
http://www.wpradio.co.uk/attachments/wpradiopressAfghanbook.doc
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Emily who died after pinning a
sash to the King's horse at the
Epsom races would have been
wide-eyed at being allowed into
the State Rooms,
House, House of Commons. The
16th March party was organised
by three women MPs Mary
Macleod MP, Kate Green MP
and Jo Swinson MP from
Conservative, Labour and the
Liberal Democrats.

If walls could have ears? No

need - Women's Parliamentary
Radio journalists Linda

Fairbrother and Boni Sones
captured this sound portrait for

you in this special three part
documentaryi A Message
Emily?

In Part One Boni spoke to:

Caroline Adams from the
women's Parliamentary Labour
Party and organiser, Barbara
Gorna and Joan Lane film
producer. Vicky Booth, Diversity
Officer for the Liberal Democrats,
Fiona Mactaggart MP and Lydia
Simmons. Barbara Keeley MP,
Fawcett acting CEO Anna Bird,
Sharon Hodgson MP, Sue
Tibballs of the Women's Sports
Foundation. Joan Ruddock MP
and Councillor Joan Millbank.
Maria Eagle MP and Yvette
Cooper MP

Part 1:

In Part Two Boni spoke to:

Baroness Elspeth Howe,
Baroness Hussein-Ece. Cherie
Blair and Sarina Russo. Lorley
Burt MP and Helen Berresford,
Kealey Hastick from Platform 51.
Helen Grant MP and Martha
Kearney BBC journalist. Harriet
Harman MP, The speaker John

Bercow MP and last but not least
the most senior woman in the
Cabinet, the Home Secretary
and Minister for Women Theresa

has, she says fA100 pe
commitmento from her
Government. She has had no

sleepless nights even on issues

May MP. such as voting for the tuition fees
Speaker ds increase. Alf you dor
Part 2: dondét getodo, she says.
received finothing but
In Part Three Linda spoke to: from both Theresa May MP, the
Home Secretary and W
Nan Sloane Minister and the Prime Minister,
, from the David Cameron. Theresa and
W Centre for Lynne may look like "the odd
 Women and couple"”, but they do "sit down
Democracy, and talk out", their differences!
Margaret Beckett MP, Baroness "We just find a way t
Ramsay, Kate Green MP, Lesley  says. In this special interview
Abdela from Shevolution. John Our Executive Producer, Boni
Bercow MP, Caroline Spelman Sones OBE, spoke to Lynne.
MP,and Lee Chalmers of the
[powning Street Project, Liberal You can read our press release
Democrat supporter Dinti here...
Batstone, Jo Swinson MP.
Part 3: 9. Luciana Berger MP meets
You can read our press release wprqdm.co.uk reporter L|_nda o
here... Fa|rbr\othe_r in our @N
— Faceso series
Luciana Berger, the Labour MP
8. Equalities Minister Lynne for Liverpool Wavertree, is the
Featherstone MP - "one tough Shadow Minister for Climate
woman"! Change. As a finew fac
Westminster she has achieved a
The - fast rise to the higher echelons of
Equalities party politics, being the youngest
Minister, member of Ed Miliband's
Lynne Shadow Cabinet and she has
Featherst ‘ already asked three questions at
one, the Liberal Democrat MP for Pri me MiQuéston Emed s
Hornsey and Wood Green is a She attributes her success to
formidable campaigner with a iluckod and says being
reputation for be(':l{‘agmlf‘@r”@ itéjuxgé‘ry di f f
womano! So far shghElooRsEmdddisdson TV.

to get to the top of those red
boxes initiatives to stop
homophobic bullying in sport, to
regul ate without
brushed i magesbo
the media and she's progressed
gay marriage rights. On the
controversial issues such as
Atrafficking of
hercritcs Al ook at
doing donot
or are you

just
out o!

Lynne says the Government will
not back track on funding the
new Agency for UN Women, it

The challenge with PMQs, she
says, is that everybody is in the

Chamber! You need to take a
Ha8s8 before Yol dtaft,Mo § 24 ' f ast

0 faceW/BuUEER to pBak loudly

and quickly to be heard, your

guestion needs to be
Luciana says it's fa
woimedd SHe Aeddditions

W h pdrlian¥éRt ardl thé€ pomp and

CdadhoA@ATr&f YONe | §pe ak
into the Chamber, so

parliamentary reform is not top of

her agenda, but like others she

does want to change the hours

on a Tuesday so sittings start


http://www.wpradio.co.uk/attachments/wpradiopressIntWomen.doc
http://www.wpradio.co.uk/attachments/wpradiopressIntWomen.doc
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coalition Conservative Liberal
Democrat government to reverse
the changes it has announced to
delay the pension age for women
by two years, in some cases.
mes sketch
The MP for Leeds West, tells
Women's Parliamentary Radio,
www.wpradio.co.uk that it's
about time the Women's
Minister, Theresa May MP and
So what are the Equalities Minister, Lynne
t hose f us geatherstone MP, stood up for
channel s oWwomangnd called on the
govern the Government to
House of turn on this issue as it has done

and finish earlier. Linda
Fairbrother spoke to her.

10.iFace to Face
Encounter so: Ti
writer Ann Treneman talks to
Natascha Engel MP who is
Chair of the new Backbench
Business Committee

Emily Wilding Davison:

Film Producer Joan Lane of
WildThyme Productions Ltd
www.wildthymeproductions.com
and script writer and producer
Barbara Gorna are making a film
of the life of the suffragette Emily
Wilding Davison, who became a
martyr to the cause of women's
votes when she was fatally
injured in the 1913 Epsom
Derby. She ran onto the track in
support of the women's right to

a n n\wte pameaigmandgiwasknocked

over by the King's horse but as
this film reveals for the first time

Commons? recently on selling off forest f

Ann lands. She talked to Boni Sones, "Emily"

Treneman, our Executive Producer. did nofc

sketch writer of ) commit

the Times, 12. Fiona Mactaggart MP - why suicide,
talks to Natascha Engel MP who women here anNd in the Congo her .
chairs the new Backbench need a fWomen anddedtyu

Audit Committeeo! wasan

Business Committee which was

he 15th 2010. . i
setup on the 15th June 2010 Fiona Mactaggart MP tells Boni

Sones OBE our Executive
Producer why she will be calling
on government ministers to set
up a AWomen and
Audit
International Women's Day

ns ong
%Iarsﬁ? 0 ion gI_Fa ourI
MP for Slough and Shadow
Spokeswoman on Women will
use the debate to call for the
Government to be made
accountable on all women's
issue through the mechanism of
a new Committee. The
Committee would audit
Government Departments on
how they are treating women
across the board on issues such
as pensions to those such as
rape in the Congo and the
human rights of women in
Afghanistan. Go for it Fiona!

This is the first Business
Committee of any kind to be
established by the House. Ann
Treneman, who watches and
reports on the debates in the
Chamber from the lofty heights
of the fALobbyo
than most to comment on
whether or not it is helping to
modernise the Commons and
transfer power to the ordinary
backbench MPs. Strangely in her
"Face to Face Encounters"
series Ann agrees that these
debates are:"less yarboo and me
you"!

You can read our press release
here...

International Women's Day
2011 - two women MPs
campaigning with women MPs
across-party for women's
rights!

You can read our press release
here...

Committeeo

11. Rachel Reeves MP - 13. A

"Hands off our pensions!" film of
the

Rachel Reeves MP, the Shadow I|.Ife of

Minister for Pensions for the Emil

Labour Party, is calling on the y" -

accident.

The scarf "Emily" wore when she
was knocked down is on loan to
the House of Commons from
EBatbara and forsyart of a
dmall displa$ near Central Lobby
Westminster called "Parliament
and Votes for Women". "Emily"
also hid herself in a broom
cupboard in the Chapel of St
Mary Undercroft, in the crypt of
St Stephen's Hall, on the night of
the census on 2nd April 1911. It
will be 100 years on 27th March
2011, the date of the next
census, since she did this.

Joan kick started the script for
the King's Speech and like that
film script "Emily" resonated with
Joan, whose father's family
come from Morpeth, where
"Emily" is now buried. Our
Executive Producer, Boni Sones
OBE, spoke to Joan and Barbara
as they stood under the "Emily"
scarf and progressed to Central
Lobby.

You can read our press release
here...

Barbara's short documentary film
of Emily's life can be viewed on
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Face to Face Videos

14. How to juggle work-life
balance: Does a "vocation"
stop you taking a much
needed break?

AA hesadltthiys hness o Youcanhdad gurpeeds release

help us all j-lifgg]l
bal anced question
Lloyd-Evans, coach, counsellor

and relationship therapist. Here
Caroline tells Boni Sones OBE,

our Executive Producer how

women have to work harder,
compete harder and climb over

their own complexes to navigate

that obstacle course to achieve

bal ance. i Twe aki ngbst-patal deprebslo® RowC a n

make a big difference. Do listen,
this advice is clear!
www.cleconsulting.co.uk.

15. www.wpradio.co.uk VSO
UN "Godmothers"
documentary presented from
Central Lobby, Westminster

1,500 women are dying a day
in childbirth. Forced
marriages, rape, violence,
poverty, equal pay: Michelle
Bacheletdéds new UN
Women has some vocal
supporters in the UK who want to
ensure it gets the funding it
needs to make a difference. To
make sure that happens, VSO
has just launched the
'‘Godmothers' campaign
www.thegodmothers.org.uk
which calls on DFID to become a
leading donor to UN Women by
making a financial contribution of
around 21 million dollars.

In this special Two Part 50
minute UN "Godmothers"
documentary our Executive
Producer Boni Sones OBE,
caught up with Sharon Hodgson
MP, campaigners themselves,
and Anas Sarwar MP, as
activists met their MPs in Central

Lobby, Westminster.

In Part 2 of UN "Godmothers"
Boni talks to Lesley Abdela of
Shevolution while she chatted

with activists in Central Lobby.

e t hathe®@Wor k

says Caroline

16. Infant Early Attachment
and The Big Society

Andrea Leadsom MP talks to

Linda Fairbrother
One in ten mums suffer from
Andrea Leadsom the

Conservative MP for South
Northamptonshire is taking an

issue close to her heart to launch

a Northampton charitable
venture, with patrons, donors
and volunteers to provide

perinatal mental health care for

mothers and their babies.

Andrea had a 25 year career in
banking and finance, and was a

Trustee and Chairman of the

childrends charit

Oxford Parent-Infant Project),
which offers intensive

therapeutic help to parents and
their babies in the first two years

of life.
Agency fo

r
Andréa, who suffered from post-

natal depression herself,
believes that many of the

problems our society faces can

be traced back to poor early

Linda Fairbrother me €
movers and shaker so

17. Baroness Shreela Flather,
AWoman: Acceptabl e
exploitation forProf i t o .

Baroness Shreela Flather, the

first Asian woman to receive a

peerage, and known for wearing
a sari, says her book

Acceptable exploitati

is meant to Atreadodo o
by tackling the great taboo of

children working for a living and

the role of women in India and

Africa. www.amazon.co.uk/

Baroness Flather says the
United National Millennium
Development Goals will not be
met by the target date of 2015
and that only by shifting the

focus to women themselves and

enabling them through small
business, technology and
income generation can real
progress be made. Family
planning and education are key
to harnessing their talents. Our

www.wpradio.co.uk reporter

Linda Fairbrother spoke to her.
y OXPI P t he

18. "This House would not get
Married!" - A Valentine's day
www.wpradio.co.uk
Cambridge Union Society
"partnership”

attachment . ShebosTo&dlebrat@\hi¥ntide's bag a

Westminster Hall Debate on

Early Attachment and says her

campaign to mainstream this
issue into social policy has
cross-party support. Andrea
thinks that if her Big Society
launch of the new
Northamptonshire project is a

success it could be a template to

www.wpradio.co.uk went to the
Cambridge Union Debate "This
House would not get Married".
Here William Longrigg, Partner
at Charles Russell and President
of the International Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers and
Winston Preece, a Cambridge
student, speak in favour of the

irole outo acr 0s smdidniwhil@durAdviséryBoaids

not contemplating failure despite

the public sector cut-backs!

You can read our press release

here...

Member Anastasia de Waal,
Deputy Director and Head of
Family Policy at Civitas and
Anne Atkins, Author, Journalist,
Agony Aunt and supporter of
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Christian values speak against.
The Debate was Chaired by
Francesca Hill, of Trinity Hall.
www.cus.org will tell you who
won!!

19. Ugandan elections and the
voice of an 81-year-old activist
- Rhoda Kalema

Ugandans hold their presidential
and parliamentary elections on
February 18th. This election is
just the second since 1986 in
which opposition parties have
been legally permitted to
campaign and it has been
relatively free of violence to date.
But there are concerns about
how public funds are being used,
particularly to support the
campaigns of the ruling National
Resistance Movement, led by
President Yoweri Museveni.
President Museveni came to
power in 1986, following a
protracted rebellion. Here in this
special interview from our
archives Rhoda Kalema, the
"Mother" of the Ugandan
Parliament tells her story of
imprisonment in Uganda before
going on to become an MP
herself and helping to set up a
Commission to help women and
their families. She talked to Boni
Sones OBE.

A documentary from Rhoda's
book:"A Rising Tide", made in
conjunction with www.screen-
space.co.uk which tells the
histories of modern women
politicians there from the 1940s
through to the present time can
be found on our International
Section

Good luck Rhoda.

20.Ann
Face

Treneman
Encounter so

Ann Treneman, sketch writer of
The Times starts off our new
fiFace to Face
series of interviews talking with
Caroline Lucas, MP for Brighton
Pavilion and Leader of the Green
Party on her proposals for the
reform of Parliament.

Carolineds
Parl i amentary
been debated in Westminster
Hall. It includes measures for
fel ectronic
parl i amentary
the Atal king
Members Bills, and publication of
the ASpeakers
when they are going to be called
to talk in the Chamber.

Caroli
ne, an
MEP
for ten
years, Z
estimates that just queuing up to
vote accounts for around
A30, 000 a week
costs, and 250 hours of their
time each Parliamentary year.
Here Ann i renowned for her
portrayals of Westminster as a
series of
bet ween
finds out if Caroline is a modern
day AMary
to fail?

You can read our press release
here...

21.J o MP i

ndi

Swi nson
and Li
MP South
African

| Parliament

Edi toro

% Jo Swinson
“#4 the Liberal
S Democrat
MP for East
Dunbartons
hire, PPS to Business Secretary
Vince Cable, sits in our
www. wpradio. co.u

NfF&Edetboo

Apl aygr @omn ¢
ibicker i ngenya

Poppi nsIDama-

Chair
recemntly neest Lindiwe Mazibuko,
the opposition Democratic
Alliance Spokesperson in the
South African Parliament and the

E n ¢ Shadow Bepusy Minister of

Communications. Lindiwe is one
of the Parliaments youngest
members, as was Jo herself.

I'n this supodi dlo
celebrate 100 years of

about how she was elected and
what the impact of apartheid and

vidt h & thedANCsclB98 Gogstitatign has
| a nlpena lgnelide toldela tbiv theg
0 ut owomén inRhe Parliament were

progressing the pressing issue of

L i s young womenNéing kidnapped

and raped as some sort of
marriage courtship practice, and
to stop women being treated as
Afobjectso
cof ounder of

this

W €

fi hook

reportl mtTéhren &L£tais@n dlor Wome n 0 s
R e f Marcm2011hJa asksjLindswe

culturally.
AThe

Cam

Body Confidenceo.

I n22 MRisfiest B ELIGaestyEditor

Dame Anne Begg interviews
four

wome
n MPs

Anne
Begg, b

MP for Aberdeen South, Chair of
the Works and Pensions Select
Committee, met a delegation of
women from the Kenyan
Bati@rseht recently to talk about
% cAMmitidePuibrk B the UK
Parliament. There are now 22
women MPs in Kenya, 10 per
cent of the 222 MPs in all. Six of
these 22 are nominated, to
represent special interests.

The Kenyan women MPs went
on strike in 2003 when they were
banned from taking their
handbags into the Kenyan
Pal:ll ent. TPLey argued

ha d lésew% part of their
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Afattired and t he
Here Anne asks the delegation
abut the ban, and changing

family structures in a global

world that is now allowing

women to take out bank

accounts and giving them new
rights to the inheritance of land.
The responsibilities of men are

now changing too.

That all important new Kenyan
Constitution and Bill of Rights
approved in 2010, gives people
new rights to
This will lead to more women in
the Parliament, and the
allocation of 47 safe seats for
women, one for each County,
and 16 women in the newly
created Senate House.

Anne, the first full-time
wheelchair user in Westminster,
spoke to (from left to right) Hon.
Dr Joyce Laboso MP, Hon.
Shakila Abdalla MP, Hon. Linah
Jebii Kilimo MP, Hon. Rachel
Shebesh MP. This podcast
broadcast was produced by Boni
Sones OBE.

You can read our press release
here...

23. Emma Bonino - Vice
President of the Italian Senate
- Irag Vigil and 100 years of
Inter
nati
onal
Wo

Boni
no, Vice President of the Italian
Senate, and a Radical Party
member, flew into London to join
an all night vigil against the Iraq
war, while Tony Blair was giving
evidence to the Iraq inquiry. She
is known for her work on human

ana aivil riglassissues, suchag .
"against hunger in the world" and
for her campaigns for women's
rights including campaigning
against female genital mutilation.
She is also a founding member
of "No Peace without Justice",
supporting the creation of the
International Criminal Court. She
has received several
international awards, including
the "2004 Open Society Prize"
for her outstanding
achievements as a female world
leader. Here in this Exclusive

OBE, Executive Producer of
www.wpradio.co.uk why she
joined the vigil and why she will
be "passionately" supporting 100
years of International Women's
day in March 2011!

You can read our press release
here...

24. Meg Hillier MP T "Green
Gloom" - winning the
argument for the planet?

Meg Hillier, the Labour and Co-
operative MP for Hackney South
and Shoreditch since 2005, is
the Shadow Secretary of State
for Energy and Climate Change.
A panellist in the Fabian Society
debate on:
do we win the argument for the
pl anet 20 Meg
optimistic about our ability to
change our habits and that
people care deeply about the
environmental legacy they hand
down to their children and their
childrends chil
Avital 0 nrytpolitico
with the planet, and reminds us
all as the New Year begins that
by reducing our energy
consumption we are also
reducing our domestic household
bills. Boni Sones OBE, our
Executive Producer asked her on
what her optimism was founded?

dr
p |

You can read our press release
here...

25.In 2011 www.wpradio.co.uk
goes global!

Happy New Year to our
listeners

Our www.wpradio.co.uk reporter

Linda Fairbrother started off the

New Year by looking at the work

of AWomen for Women

I nternational 0. She s
Director of Policy Britta Schmidt

about the role of women in

Afghanistan.

fi s eihtérview she tells BdnisSanesi o n oExecutive Director Kate Nustedt

then told Linda about their fAiJoi n
Me on the Bridgeodo c
linked to the 100th anniversary of

I nternati onal Wo me n 6 s
March 2011.All women MPs and

men are being invited to join

them.Do listen. Find out more:
www.womenforwomen.org

an

26.In 2011 we ask is the
Commons family friendly?
Katy Clark MP is juggling a
new baby and a demanding
job

Katy Clark, Labour MP for North
Ayrshire and Arran since 2005
has an 18 month-old-daughter,
took maternity leave, and quite

i Gr e e noftenuges aplleagies te/hold her

daughter while she pops into the

s a y s Champber gog/ote. Here she talks

about Hhleirvddavowi th a
constituency that is 400 miles

and a five hour journey from

Westminster and a job that is a

fi v o c ait oftem Beven days a

wegk! She says itos

ay pa

Going into the New Year of 2011

Katy doesndt think th
reforms of the Commons hours

suggested by Green MP

Caroline Lucas would help her,

but she says the ficos
care are Aconsiderabl

difficult to manage for many
women wanting to become an
MP.!

Our Executive Producer Boni
Sones OBE spoke to her.
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You can read our press release
here...

27. Our Reviews of the
political year

Our
www.wpradi
0.co.uk
reporter
Linda
Fairbrother
spoke to
Helen Grant
the new
Conservativ
e MP for
Maidstone
and the Weald, the former seat
of "Strictly” star Ann
Widdecombe. But from her first
"biggest, best" day as an MP,
through to her Maiden Speech,
Helen says it's "issues" she's
concerned with and there will be
no dancing for her.

28. Linda Fairbrother asks the
Times columnist Ann
Treneman to review the
political year. Her book
AfAnnus
Year in British
Politics - is available
on Amazon.co.uk. -
Here she tells us
how she rates the
women politicians in
the Chamber in
2010 and says she's
got a soft spot for Theresa May
MP, the Home Secretary but she
gives Harriet Harman full marks
too! However, Ann can't quite
remember who the Lib Dem
women are. Oh dear...

| ANNUS
] p -unnn

29. Our supporters in the
Lords:

Congratulations to Anne Jenkin
wife of Tory North Essex MP
Bernard Jenkin who was made a
peer because of her charitable
and political work for the
Conservative Party. Labour
politician Oona King and the
Liberal Democrat politician Sall
Brinton are both in the Lords too.
All three peers are interviewed
under our 2008 content page: Do
listen:www.wpradio.co.uk/index3.
html

2010 Content:

1. ESTHER MCVEY MP FOR
WIRRAL WEST LAUNCHES "IF
CHLOE CAN"

The new Conservative MP for
Wirral West, Esther McVey, has
just written an inspirational
careers "bookazine" aimed at 11-
13 year olds on Merseyside. We

Ho rThe Woistl i s @&ked her why and caught up

with the "real Chloe" from her
local Belvedere Academy. But
first the  www.wpradio.co.uk
round table debate also spoke
to: Debbie Moore i First Female
to set up a PLC Pineapple;
Lucinda Ellery 1 Inspirational
Businesswoman; Rona Cant i
Adventurer; Gillian McDonald i
First UK Female Whisky Distiller;
Lisa Pover i1 Cabbie turned
Yachtsman and founder of the
Lisa Pover Charitable Trust;
Louise Greenhalgh 7 First UK
Female Bomb Disposal Officer in
Afghanistan.

You can read our press releaseThe Secretary of State for Work

here...

and Pensions, Rt Hon lain
Duncan Smith MP founder of the
Centre for Social Justice, was
also at the launch. He told Boni

Sones OBE, Executive Producer
of Women's Parliamentary Radio
that young women needed new
role models to help them form
successful careers. We then
spoke to The RT Hon John
Hayes MP - Minister for State for
Further Education, Skills and
Lifelong Learning who will soon
be launching more
apprenticeships for young
women.

2. TWO AT THE TOP - LYNNE
FEATHERSTONE MP THE NEW
EQUALITIES MINISTER

Lynne Featherstone MP for
Hornsey and Wood Green is the
new Equalities Minister.
Alongside Theresa May MP the
Home Secretary and Minister for
Women & Equalities she will be
spearheading the coalition
government's equalities plans.
Lynne "loves” coalition
government, thinks "thrashing
out" compromises is a good way
to work and says she's looking
forward to implementing the
Labour government's Equalities
Act, which she says is a "three
party" success story. She's
pledged to narrow the gender
pay gap and wants all teenagers
to see the film "Made in
Dagenham"! Lynne and Theresa
are busy progressing their own
equalities agenda too including
flexible working, a Transgender
Action Plan, kite marking air-
brushing in magazines, more
women in the Boardrooms, and
moving the civil partnership
agenda forward. Boni Sones
OBE our Executive Producer,
wanted to know more.


http://www.wpradio.co.uk/attachments/ClarkPresser2wpradio.doc
http://www.wpradio.co.uk/attachments/ClarkPresser2wpradio.doc
http://www.wpradio.co.uk/attachments/wpradiopressReviewsDec10.doc
http://www.wpradio.co.uk/attachments/wpradiopressReviewsDec10.doc
http://www.wpradio.co.uk/index3.html
http://www.wpradio.co.uk/index3.html

3. CAROLINE FLINT MP - ON THE
FRONTLINE

Caroline Flint MP for Don Valley,
is Shadow Secretary of State for

Communities and Local
Government in Ed Miliband's
Shadow Cabinet. New rules

meant MPs had to choose at
least six female MPs but ended
up giving them eight of the 19
elected places. Caroline in now
on the front-line attacking
coalition plans to reform housing
benefit, even though she thinks
some reform is needed and is
leading the charge for a
programme of building new
affordable homes. She also told
Boni Sones OBE, Executive
Producer of www.wpradio.co.uk
she was no longer a token
woman in a Labour cabinet line-
up but was now a "first among
equals".

4. THE BIG SOCIETY IN
CONVERSATION - LYNNE
BERRY CEO oF WRVS

Lynne Berry, the CEO of the
WRVS, has told wpradio that the
voluntary sector can fill gaps in
services but it is not a free
option. The ABi g Soci

on the tradition of people getting
involved in their communities
but, she says, it is not a
replacement for public services.

The WRVS has over 45,000
volunteers offering practical help
to older people, and has
celebrated its 70th anniversary.
Lynne told our reporter Linda
Fairbrother that if the services of
the third-sector are to expand to
create t he
more funding will be needed to
professionally develop and back
up volunteers with training and
support. The corporate sector is
already responding to the rallying
cry!

ABi g

5. ELEANOR LAING MP FOR
EPPING FOREST -

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM

Eleanor Laing the MP for Epping
Forest is Chairman of the
Conservative Home Affairs and
Constitutional Affairs Committee.
She also sits on the Select
Committee on  Constitutional
Affairs and is examining the new
"Parliamentary Voting System
and Constituencies Bill" currently
going through Parliament.
Eleanor is against voting reform
and the suggested system of AV,
thinks the 5th May date for the
referendum is flawed, and
believes a wholly elected House
of Lords would be a mistake, but
she does agree with larger
constituencies and reducing the
number of MPs from 650 to 600.
In this special interview Boni
Sones, our Executive Producer,
begun by asking her why she
opposed voting reform at this
point in lgime? |

y 0 ui ds

6. WOMEN'S PARLIAMENTARY
RADIO AT THE CONSERVATIVE
PARTY CONFERENCE T THE
FRINGE AND WOMEN!!

Juliet Lyon CBE, Director of the
Prison Reform Trust, spoke at a
fringe event at the Conservative
Party Conf er enc e

there be fewer
Sigdeli¢vestthptdhe nunbersof
women in prisons could be cut in
half, without risking public safety.

Juliet says the new Women's
Centres, set up by the last
Labour government after the
"Corston review of women in
prisons"” , ar e
attractive and

compared to the cost of putting a

on
p eVdomeneand girls pnr develeping

n
C

woman in prison, upwards of

£45,000 a year. Boni Sones
spoke to her.
The Conservative Women's

Organisation teamed up with
ActionAid UK to look at the issue
of i On t he
Peace and Conf |l
caling for the Conservative
government to appoint an
International Violence against
Women Minister.

Our reporter Linda Fairbrother
first spoke to panellist Nicola
Blackwood MP, Chair of the All-
Party Parliamentary Group on
Women and Conflict, then Bobby
Middleton of the European Union
Women's Organisation, Matilda
Parker, from Liberia, and Dorcas
Erskin, of ActionAid. Finally she
caught up with Pauline Lucas,
Chairman of Conservative
Women's Organisation.

The Immigration
Dami an Green
Brother Wat cho
government would not be
banning the Burka. He said he
thought such a ban would be
AUBritisho. Our
Fairbrother, managed to ask him
why as he walked to his next
talk?

Minister,

7. VSO "WOMEN &
DEVELOPMENT": IN DEBATE
NOREINE KALEEBA OF
UGANDA AND MARG MAYNE,
CEO VSO

What is the best way to embark
oryy SrApewelring the lives of

economies? Here VSO's Chief
Executive, Marg Mayne talks to
Noreine Kaleeba a patron and
founder of The AIDS Support
Organisation (TASO) in Uganda,
and Deputy Chair of Uganda

National Health Research
Organisation. They tell
wpraglio.ce.pk  tepoder, mlangda

Radrkyopher, ghat the educatiansod
girls and women's involvement in
politics is key to lifting women

MP,

Frontlin
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out of poverty and enabling their
participation in the economy.
VSO now works with partners
across a range of programmes in
the developing world.

8. "PROSTITUTION REGIMES IN
EUROPE" THE LIBERAL
DEMOCRAT DR BELINDA
BROOKS-GORDON, FIGHTS
BACK!

Concern over the last Labour
government 6s s e
upo |l egislation
believe some of the laws passed
in the last year to further equality
and help women, are detrimental
to those they seek to help.
Already the Conservative-Liberal
Democrat  government  has
dropped moves to remove
anonymity for rape complainants,
after protests from the Labour
ranks, but now some Liberal
Democrat 6s want

prostitution laws reformed, they
had made it an offence to buy
sex from individuals who were
Aprocured for
College, the University of
London, academics from all over
Europe met to discuss
AProstitution

Europeo. Boni
Executive Producer, spoke to Dr
Belinda Brooks-Gordon, a
leading Liberal Democrat and
Reader in Pscyhology and Social
Policy at Birkbeck, Daniela
Danna Reader in Sociology at
the University of Milan, and
Marjan Wijers a Human Rights
lawyer from the Netherlands.

9. RACHEL REEVES MP AND
FAWCETT'S CHALLENGE TO
THE BUDGET

Rachel Reeves, the new Labour
MP for Leeds West, is supporting
attempts to force the government
to analyse the impact of George
Osbornebés budget
households, particularly the
regressive effects of the VAT
increases. As a former

the Bank of
is backing the

economist with
England she
Fawcett
of the budget and its impact on
women. Boni Sones asked her
why?

10. VOTING REFORM AND MORE
WOMEN IN WESTMINSTER

MPs will vote on the
government's plans for a
referendum on AV the first day
baakl dfter dheir fsuwemerhbreak.

hour BBC radio documentary "A
Monstrous Regiment" . It tells the

Soci et y 6 sstoly afdhowadn 1897 the reimbere w

of women in Parliament doubled
from 60 to 120 when 101 new
Labour women MPs were
elected but interviews women of
all  parties including Gillian
Shephard and Theresa May. It's
a great listen and chimes nicely
with the Tricycle Theatre plays
"Women, Power and Politics."

You can listen to Boni talking
about the British Library Audio

Gr igtriocvsi ng a-Past-bher i @}%’@r‘arﬁn?e%ere

Post o voting
female candidates because of
the advantages it hands to
incumbents. In the UK just one in
five of our MPs is female. So will
the new AV (
system be any better?

Our Executive Producer Boni
Sones OBE, asked three women

t MPs sit €hangiag dhe r Wting

system  would further

womenos

help

g a iHR"® Jo SwinsongLiDy MPpEAS! «

Dunbartonshire, Angela Eagle
Labour MP for Wallasey, and
Margot James Conservative MP

P o Ifqr § urbrp'ggeg givg evgu theip
ey
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11. MONSTROUS REGIMENT

WP Radio will be opening a new
historic audio archive jointly with
the British Library on August
20th 2010. The
Harman/Shephard archive will
contain the full audio of 82 of the
83 cross party interviews
conducted by five women
journalists for the book "Women
In  Parliament:. The  New
Suffragettes” published in
October 2005.

If you would like access to this
embargoed archive email us...

ALTESS S X PeriFsion, o

You can hear extracts from this
audio in Jackie Ashley's one

sys

represent

Archive on the Today
t l et s down
12. WOMEN&  PARLIAMENTARY

RADIO GOES TO THE

fal ter natTRWeLE vForR e O YWMEN

POWER AND POLITICSO .

Womenos Par |
interviews are on display and
can be heard in a new exhibition
at the Tricycle Theatre in London
att i otnh e i Wo men

Politi ¢ s O

Ten interviews by Linda
Fairbrother, Anne Garvey, and
Boni Sones OBE, can be heard
through headphones along one
wall of the exhibition Boni
performed readings from her
book: "Women in Parliament:
The New Suffragettes" at the
opening of the exhibition. The
book can be purchased from
www.wpradio.co.uk books.

Here wpradio.co.uk talks to the
Assistant Director, Amy Hodge
and the Director Indhu
Rubasingham, about the nine
plays that are being performed in
two parts.

Indhu Rubashingham, whose
family are Tamils from Sri Lanka,
which has a strong tradition of
women in politics, having elected
the first female Prime Minister in
the world in 1960, laughed when
asked i f she
Amy Hodge owned up to that "f"
word". Do listen and do go see
the Plays, they're fabulous.

programme
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http://www.wpradio.co.uk/books.html
http://www.wpradio.co.uk/

13. SPEAKING OUT AND SPEAKING
UP:
THE CLASS OF MAY 20107
THE NEW CONSERVATIVE
WOMEN MPs

The
working, equal pay and changes
to the rape laws.

Their Maiden Speeches and the
issues to be fought for - the local
economy and protecting local
business.

Esther McVey the Conservative
MP for or Wirral West, television
presenter and businesswoman
and Karen Lumley the
Conservative MP for Redditch,
an accountant and
businesswoman who was the
youngest Tory group leader in
Wrexham, say what they thought
of Davi d Camer
Speech. Priti Patel the
Conservative MP for Witham a
former press and PR advisor and
an economics graduate and
Lorraine Fullbrook the
Conservative MP for South
Ribble ,the former Executive
Director of the Women2Win
campaign and a former local
councillor and businesswoman
talk about the issues they will be
speaking up for in their
forthcoming Maiden Speeches.

The new faces on the block!

Queends Flxible e qyack

14. HELEN GRANT MP
CONSERVATIVE AND
RUSHANARA ALI MP LABOUR.

Helen Grant the Conservative
MP for Maidstone & The Weald
and Rushanara Ali the Labour
MP for Bethnal Green & Bow are
two of the new faces at
Westminster. Helen is the first
female MP for the
Conservative Party and
Rushanara Ali is the first
Bangladeshi MP.

They are two of the 142 women
MPs in Westminster, an increase
of 16, just 22 per cent of the
total, and both have already
compiled a "list" of the issues
they will champion on behalf of
other women and their
constituencies. Boni Sones OBE,
Executive Producer, spoke to
them shortly after they attened a
photocall in Westminster Hall of
all the new faces.

15. A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CEO
AND TOWN CLERK ON
ELECTION DAY

They're off. It's the day of the
General Election and Antoinette
Jackson is the Chief Executive of
Cambridge City Council, one of a
few women who run councils in
Britain. She's spent months
planning the fine detail of getting
voters registered, staffing the 42
polling booths and getting

0 nvolunteer§) woe @mund the votes

after the polls close at 10 pm.
The results will be declared
about 2.30 to 3am in the
morning. Accuracy, says Ms
Jackson, is essential. And
there's local elections too. She
spoke to our Executive Producer
of wpradio.co.uk, Boni Sones
OBE.

And  eight-year-old Imogen
Rodgers, has managed to read
ALL the election literature that
has come through her door. Boni
caught up with Imogen at the
Good Shepherd Church Hall.

16. FOUR WOMEN PPCs
FIGHTING FOR ONE SEAT -
BRIGHTON PAVILION!

Thereos one
likelihood is going to return a
woman MP. Brighton Pavilion
has four women PPCs

contesting the seat and one
man.

Linda Fairbrother our
www.wpradio.co.uk reporter
cycled off in search of these four
women Prospective
Parliamentary Candidates. First
she stood by the sea and talked
to LD Bernadette Millam and
then Nancy Platts for Labour,
who is fighting to retain the seat
for her Party. Linda then cycled
up the hill to talk to Charlotte
Vere Conservative, and Caroline
Lucas, the Green Party
Candidate and the Leader of her
party, standing in a seat the
Greens hope to win.

Nigel Carter is also standing for
UKIP.

17. VERA BAIRD QC MP

seat

t

h



Vera Baird QC MP for Redcar
talks to our reporter Linda
Fairbrother about the Labour
women's Equality Bill, which she
has just steered through
Parliament.

It was a hard fought for piece of
legislation that has eventually
won the backing of all parties.

It sets out to create a fairer
society for all combating
discrimination on the grounds of
age, disability, race, religion or
belief, sex, sexual orientation,
gender reassignment, marriage
and civil partnership, pregnancy
and maternity.

18. ANN CRYER MP

Ann Cryer MP for Keighley, who
is stepping down from
Westminster aged 70, has
gained a reputation for plain
speaking and doggedness. Her
husband, Bob, was an MP and
when he died she decided to
stand too, she was then followed
into Westminster by her son
John, becoming the first mother

and son MP team in
Westminster.
Here Ann tells Executive

Producer Boni Sones about her
suffragette  grandmother, the
roots of her political passions,
and her much acclaimed work on
Forced Marriages and now first
cousin marriages.

19. THE LIBERAL DEMOCRAT:
"THE BODY IMAGE DEBATE"

Two Liberal Democrat MPs, Jo
Swinson and Lynne
Featherstone have launched a
"Real Women:The Body Image
Debate" on International
Women's Day.

Jo is the MP for East
Dunbartonshire and Lynne the
MP for Hornsey and Woodgreen.
They believe that the constant
bombardment of perfect images
of women in the media are
leading to all kinds of mental
health  disorders such as
depression, anxiety, lack of self
esteem, eating disorders to
name but a few. They are
campaigning for adverts which
have been "air-brushed" to be
labelled as such. Their
suggestions also include "health
certificates" for models, more
sport and "image" education in
schools. This campaign has won
the backing of academics,
doctors and clinical
psychologists worldwide.

Our wpradio.co.uk reporter Linda
Fairbrother brushed up her body
image with a bike ride to the train
station to interview Lynne. It's a
campaign we are supporting.

20. SHIRLEY WILLIAMS,
BARONESS  WILLIAMS  OF
CROSBY

Rt. Hon. Professor Shirley

Williams is Co-Founder of the
Liberal Democrats and is a
Member of the UK House of
Lords, where she was Leader of
the party from 2001 to 2004. She
is Professor Emeritus of Elective
Politics at the John F. Kennedy
School of Government at

Harvard University and advises
the Prime Minister on issues of
nuclear proliferation. She has
written many books and is
regarded as an "elder
stateswoman" of British politics.

Baroness Williams recently gave
a talk to the ‘Institute of
Government" on reforming
politics after the expenses saga.
Here Linda Fairbrother, our
wpradio.co.uk reporter, asked
her why she thought politics was
"broke" and how we could go
about “fixing it", including more
women MPs in Westminster. Do
listen!

21. THERESA MAY MP
CO-FOUNDER WOMEN2WIN

Theresa May MP, Shadow
Secretary of State for Work and
Pensions and Shadow Minister
for Women is contemplating an
increase in the number of
Conservative = women  MPs,
should her party win the next
General Election.

The numbers could rise from 18
now, just 9 per cent of the
Parliamentary Party, to a
possible 55 to 60, should the
Tory Party get an overall
majority.

This week another A List
candidate, Joanne Cash in
Westminster North, found
themselves in the hot seat as
she offered to resign amid a row
with a senior local party member.

The Women2Win campaign was
founded in November 2005 and
the A-list was announced a
month later, having first been
suggested by Theresa May and
Andrew Lansley in 2001. The



roots of the Women2Win
campaign pre-date Cameron but

with the party leader's
conversion to All  Women-
Shortlists, following the

publication of the Speaker's
Conference Report, the party is
moving forward its progressive
agenda. Research has shown
that a women candidate can add
1 per cent to a
Sones, Executive Producer of
Women's Parliamentary Radio,
spoke to Theresa May MP about
the history of the Women2Win
campaign, her aspirations for
future women MPs, and the
issues they would be likely to
champion.

22. THE CHILCOT
IRAQ

INQUIRY ON

For eight years Oona King was
the popular Labour MP for
Bethnal Green and Bow in East
London until she lost her seat to
George Galloway of Respect,
her defeat being attributed to the
Iraq war.

A year after becoming an MP, in
1998, she founded the All Party
Parliamentary Group (APPG) on
the Great Lakes Region and
Genocide Prevention. She
initially opposed military action
but eventually supported going to
war in lrag and while reading
from her diaries "House Music"
in part 2 she told Boni Sones,
why she still thought that
decision was right. However, she
regrets the lack of post conflict
planning. She was appalled by
the genocide of children in Iraq.

23. "THE HUSTINGS" EXCLUSIVE
THE CAMBRIDGE LIBERAL
DEMOCRAT HUSTINGS

Women's Parliamentary Radio
wants to thank the Cambridge
Liberal Democrat Party for
allowing us to watch its
"Hustings" where three men and
three women competed to be the

next Prospective Parliamentary
Candidate. The popular sitting
MP David Howarth is standing
down. Here we interviewed the
six candidates but you will have
to listen in to find out who won
(don't cheat!). And it seems the
winner wanted to thank "the cat"
for all the help it had given! It's
rare to be allowed into a
p'dustings® s v ot e.
The candidates were:

Julian Huppert, Belinda Brooks-
Gordon, Julie Smith, Rod
Cantrill, Sian Reid, Tim Bick.

Boni Sones, Executive Producer,
asked how they had each
prepared for "The Hustings" and
what issues they were choosing
to focus on. The Party's Gender
Balance Taskforce wants to
select more women MPs.

24. THE HUSTINGS:
CLAIRE WARD MP MINISTER
IN MINISTRY OF JUSTICE TEAM

Claire Ward, has been the
Labour MP for Watford since
1997, one of the new 101
"revolution" of women who came
in with that new Labour
government, many on all
women-shortlists although Claire
was not one of these. Just 24,
she was the youngest ever
Labour female MP and is now a
Minister in the Ministry of Justice
team. She's managed to juggle
the job of an MP, with a new
family, and ministerial
responsibilities.

Claire welcomes the Speakers'
Conference report which wants
all parties to do more to get
women and ethnic minorities into
Parliament. She tells Prospective
Parliamentary Candidates it is a
hard slog to get selected for a
seat and that the job is "a way of
life" but when you achieve
success it is a "rewarding job".
She applauds the planned new
creche announced by Speaker
Bercow but now says there

needs to be further reform of the
hours of the Commons.

She is proud of her government's
many achievements for women,
which she says, still go largely
unreported in a media which
treats women MPs differently
from male.

Boni

25. THE HUSTINGS:
MARIA MILLER MP SHADOW
MINISTER FOR THE FAMILY

Maria Miller, has been the
Conservative MP for
Basingstoke since 2005. As
Shadow Minister for Women she
has been championing a better
work life balance for men and
women and their families and
says she would support a further
reform of hours in the Commons.
She thinks the planned new
creche facilities announced by
Speaker Bercow will benefit staff
as much as MPs themselves.

Maria, who has a family and
fought one seat in 2001 before
being successful in Basingstoke,
says the support of her husband
and family was vital in helping
her as a PPC to gain her seat, as
well as helping her to bear the
cost of it all. She says the
Conservative Party could
increase its number of women
MPs from 17 to over 50 in the
next Parliament if the
Conservatives get a clear
majority and that its Leader,
David Cameron MP has always
wanted to see more women MPs
in  Westminster and in the
government.

Maria thinks that some of the
new women MPs could find
themselves  with ministerial
responsibilities fairly quickly, she
gained her shadow cabinet role
after just six months in
Westminster. She names Penny
Mourdant, Margot James and
Harriet Baldwin as candidates to
watch. Executive Producer Boni
Sones spoke to her.



26. THE HUSTINGS:
JO  SWINSON
DUNBARTONSHIRE

MP  EAST

Women's Parliamentary Radio is
beginning the New Year with a
new series on "The Hustings!"
We are interviewing all parties on
how they are encouraging
women to become Prospective
Parliamentary Candidates in the
forthcoming election.

We begin with Jo Swinson MP,
for the Liberal Democrats’ who
was the youngest MP in

Westminster and who personally
has done much to encourage
women candidates. She gained
her East Dunbartonshire seat in
May 2005 and it was third time
lucky for her.

Jo says the problem for the
Liberal Democrat's is not in the
selection procedures, but in
getting enough women to come
forward. In Cambridge there are
three men and three women, all
local, going forward to the
hustings on January 15th to

replace the sitting MP David
Howarth.

Our fourth year of
broadcasting via the web!

In 2010 www.wpradio.co.uk will
celebrate its fourth birthday of
broadcasting through the web. If
you want to know more about the
interviews we have recorded with
women MPS across party on
social policy issues then view our
"Catalogue of Contents" here
(PDF).



http://www.wpradio.co.uk/pdfs/WPRADIOcatalogueJan2010.pdf

Our content December 2009 to March 2007:

1 . FIONA MACTAGGART MP
- CHANGES THE LAWS ON
PROSTITUTION AND WINS
AN EMMA HUMPHREYS
MEMORIAL PRIZE

Fiona Mactaggart, the Labour
MP for Slough, has campaigned
and succeeded in changing the
laws on prostitution.

It was at 1lpm on 3rd
November 2009 that Fiona
watched the House of Lords
pass Clause 14 of the Policing
and Crime BiIll. It begins to put
the responsibility for prostitution
onto the purchaser, who has a
choice, instead of a seller who
often does not. It was one of the
most significant changes in
politics of 2009 and was in
danger of being voted down.

She has won a special prize in
the Emma Humphreys Memorial
Prize for her work and is Chair
of the All-Party Parliamentary
Group on Prostitution and the
Global Sex Trade and co-Chair
of the Parliamentary Labour
Party Womenos

Here Fiona tells how she
worked with others in her party,
Harriet Harman MP, Jacqui
Smith MP, and men too as well
as women across party to
achieve this change. It was first
spoken of by Mary
Wollstonecraft in "A Vindication
of the Rights of Woman" in
1792. Fiona told Boni Sones
how she "reached for the stars"
and succeeded.

2 . THE ANN TRENEMAN
DIARIES

Annus Horribilis: The Worst
Year in British Politics

Matthew Parris has called it
"prilliant" and Women's
Parliamentary Radio
wholeheartedly agrees. Here

Commy td &fho

Ann Treneman, the sketch
writer for The Times, reads from
and reviews her new book. Boni
Sones, Executive Producer of
www.wpradio.co.uk joins in. The
book puts the vyear® most
turbulent events in politics into
Ann's very own side-splitting
perspective.

Thanks to Ann for allowing us to
broadcast these special
readings.

3 . CHLOE SMITH MP FOR
NORWICH NORTH

Chloe Smith the new MP for
Norwich North is now the
youngest MP in Parliament after
being elected in a by-election in
July this year. At 27 she is two
years younger than the previous
"baby of the House", Lib Dem Jo

Swi nson, but
you are good
enough, the age

Chloe describes herself as a
Nor fol k gi rl
and
for 18 months she was an
energetic local campaigner. Her
mentor was Baroness Gillian
Shephard of Northwold, a
former Norfolk MP and minister,
and Chloe says she herself has
mentored other potential
candidates through the
Conservativebs
Campaign jointly led by the Rt
Hon Theresa May MP.

Sheds already
Speech, on further education in
her constituency and although
she says s he

positive discrimination she does
want to see women supported in
their attempts to gain seats.
Here our reporter Linda
Fairbrother secured a special
interview with Chloe, but first
she visited Cliveden House in
Berkshire, the former home of
the first women MP to take up

e n o upgayh
i \Borkind, antl dedsimtirhttie IToy!

her seat in Westminster - the
Conservative Lady Nancy Astor,
where she spoke to Annette
Scudamor, a National Trust
guide.

4 . BARONESS PROSSER,
DEPUTY CHAIR OF THE
EQUALITY AND HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSION

The Treasury Select Committee
is spending the autumn asking
prominent men and women in
banking, finance, politics,
academia and the fields of
equality, what their views are on
whether a so called "Lehman
Sisters" approach could have
helped avert the financial crisis
in the City. The Committee is
looking at how many women are
in senior positions in major
financial institutions, how

Ch | @igespread $sithe igl&ss cBiling,

Ynedudlittes o flexdble

One of those to give evidence
was Baroness Margaret

A tpRogsér U BePuty Chdirdof the
whi IEHRC. aouf arépérerd aihda

Fairbrother caught up with her
and asked what she told the
Committee?

5 . CLAUSE 13 OF THE
PoLICING AND CRIME
Wame n 2 Wi n

On the first day back after the
long summer recess, Labour
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Minister, Fiona Mactaggart, held
a briefing meeting in the
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Clause 13, of the Policing and
Crime Bill. There are fears the
Clause maybe diluted or
rejected in the Lords, where the
Bill is now being debated, and
Fiona told the meeting that 54
organisations supported it.
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