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February 1st 2011

 New Year report to www.wpradio.co.uk Advisory Board

Via email:

Dear all,

As ever thanks for your continuing support. Since our last Advisory Board meeting in November, we have got a move on with our plans to go “Global in 2011”.

The RSS feed and links to Apps websites so that we can be downloaded and listened through mobile technology are now up and running. Thanks to Peter Cook and Rich Bradbury our sound and web advisors for this.

Linda Fairbrother crowned the 2010 content for us by interviewing Ann Treneman of the Times, and Helen Grant the new Conservative MP for Maidstone and the Weald. Linda also kicked off the 2011 coverage for us, celebrating 100 years of International Women’s Day in March this year by interviewing “Women for Women International” on Afghanistan, the Congo and its “Join me on the Bridge” campaign. Thanks Linda, she managed to get through to interview Helen the same day as the Tuition fees protest. We are intrepid to say the least.  
Boni also did a New Year sign off by interviewing Katy Clark, the Labour MP for North Ayrshire on the work home-life balance of being an MP with a young family, and asking students at the Cambridge fees protest sit-in to give their own “review of Politics” in 2010. The Equalities Minister Lynne Featherstone, also gave Boni an interview on her plans for Women and Equalities in the coming months ahead. Meg Hillier, the Labour and Co-operative MP for Hackney South and Shoreditch and Shadow Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, gave us her “save the planet”  interview for 2011. 
Caroline Flint MP, Eleanor Laing MP, and Lynne Berry, the CEO of the WRVS are others we chatted to about their work too at the end of 2010. So much going on. The VSO and the Conservative Party fringe gave us some nice new ideas to report on and keep across in the coming months. 
Our audience figures continue their steady climb, and are significant, particularly when you look at the number of downloads we have for individual podcasts now.

wpradio.co.uk - our listeners!
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In July wpradio.co.uk had 2,652 visitors!! For the first time we are publishing our Top Ten podcasts for that month. The top 8 all had over 100 downloads per podcast. Clearly Shirley Williams is hugely popular with 777 listeners to one podcast with her! The Oona King diaries are proving popular too.

	1
	Shirley Williams
	Women's worldwide political progress 
	777 

	2
	Sally Keeble
	How the budget is helping grandparents
	573 

	3
	Anne Begg
	Parliamentary reform and MPs expenses
	530 

	4
	Theresa May
	International Women's Day
	260 

	5
	Dr Noreena Hertz
	Women and the Recession
	251 

	6
	Alan Campbell
	Prostitution
	200 

	7
	Various
	Conservative and Greens
	152 

	8
	Third Sector finances
	Voice
	104 

	9
	Various
	Monstrous Regiment
	92

	10
	Oona King
	The Oona King Diaries Part 1
	89


On January 2nd 2011 we sent our 2011 “Catalogue of Content” listing all of the 130 or so podcast interviews we have conducted and documentaries to all women MP in all parties. Those who replied are being followed up for interviews thanks to the intrepid Linda. We are also asking others to send Eleanor Laing’s letter introducing the “Catalogue of Content” to all male MPs in all Parties asking them to ask schools and colleges in their constituencies to link to us. Thanks Eleanor for your support.
Linda will be joined by ex-Today programme Producer, Nyta Mann, in 2011 on our experienced broadcast reporting team. That experience makes the difference. Nyta is on the track of the Party Leaders who have all over the years promised us interviews. If you can help too, please do.  

Boni meanwhile is linking wpradio.co.uk MPs to be “Guest Editors” interviewing women MPs in other Parliaments. Our first “Guest Editor” Dame Anne Begg interviewed four women from the Kenyan Parliament with a “gem” of a podcast talking about their “handbag protest” and changing family structures and the new Kenyan Constitution. Jo Swinson MP is next with a women MP from South Africa, Lindiwee Mazibuko, of the Democratic Alliance Party, who she met recently. This series of “Guest Editor” interviews makes the World a smaller place and one in which our stories matter to others.
Boni also interviewed Emma Bonino on the Iraq inquiry recently. It goes to show www.wpradio.co.uk is taken seriously as a broadcaster internationally and our invites to No 10 are a sign of how mainstream we have become in a relatively short space of time from setting out on our journey four years ago.  
We press release, blog and twitter about our work, but always keep in mind that we are not the story, but our focus remains on telling the stories of those we interview. 

Our Books section is now regularly being updated with “Book Choices” of women MPs, telling others what they would recommend to read and why. Do join in if you have a suggestion too. 

In terms of finances we plod on, but as ever are looking for a publishing partner in all.  Providing free content is problematic and not to be recommended! The team is hugely talented and committed and our shoe string budget, appears to go a long way. The quality of our work is “professional”. Thanks for your support,

Best

Boni Sones OBE

Executive Producer www.wpradio.co.uk 

