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Section 1 – Engaging in public life.
1. Should young people vote? Yes. It’s very important for young people to vote and take part in politics. Liberals don’t generally think that taking part in politics ought to be compulsory and that people should be punished for not doing it, but it is important if we are going to have a democracy that works. Voting helps to protect our rights and freedoms and liberties so it is important to take part. .If you don’t take part power can fall into the hands of people who shouldn’t have it.   

2. Is it a good thing for people to belong to a political party? You don’t have to be a member of a political party to vote. A lot of people may be joined up to a political activity that is about single issue politics. They maybe active on the environment, on animal welfare, on other issues that are just to do with one thing. This is good in itself, but the importance of political parties is that political parties, get to decide how the various issues get to be balanced against one-another. I think it’s good to belong to a political party. 

3.  How do governments make decisions? You can’t really be in government unless you have worked out what is important for your party and your government and what is not important or less important. The decisions on what to do and what to take emphasise away from when your party is in government are carried out by parties. If people don’t take part in parties, if parties are just small groups of people who are easily led by lobby groups or by important or powerful people, then they become unrepresentative. 
4. Do parties care about single issues? Yes, but by belonging to a party you feed into a decision making process that prioritises a whole range of issues. If you let parties be dominated by single issue interests and lobby groups then the big decisions are taken away from the great mass of the population. Parties ensure that decisions are taken on a whole range of important issues not just one. 
5. How would I make a decision on who I want to vote for? People, make their decisions on what they think are the views of political parties. They are not always the real views of the parties. It is worth doing a bit of research on political parties, not just what they are saying and what they appear to be, but look into their background, see where they come from, what sorts of organisations they are. The Conservatives for example now appear to be more in favour of the environment than they were when they were in government and one of the big things about a political party is to see what it does rather than what it says. 
6. How do I know if I will always agree with one party? No-one is ever going to agree 100 per cent with any party. Parties are organisations of people and those people have similar views but they don’t have the same views. It is always going to be the case that people end up voting for a party that is nearest to their views, nearest to their views about what is important to people, nearest to their views about what to do, about what’s important rather than being exactly what they believe. It is often the case that the choices people make says more about them than the choices they say they would make. I think people can see through spin and have better judgement than we give them credit for.

7. Should I read the Party manifestos and trust these?   Manifesto’s are a series of promises and it is important to know what parties are promising. It is also important to know about parties more deeply to know what their underlying values are. A list of promises about particular issues doesn’t really tell you a very important thing which is what the party would do about problems that come out of the blue. A lot of government is about reacting to events, about reacting to new problems and you can’t really tell that from a list of problems about other thing. What you really need to know about is what parties have done when they are in power, either locally or nationally, and what kind of people make up that party and what the values of those people are.

8. What are the values of a liberal? The most important thing is to look at what Liberals think the state should do and what the government should do as opposed to what should be left to individuals. Liberals believe the state shouldn’t tell people what to do, all the time, in their everyday lives. Liberals believe that individuals should be free to choose and to work out for themselves their own plans for their own lives. We say it is not the states job to tell people what religion to believe in and what sort of morality to believe in or how to run their individual lives or their families life. Government has a very particular job and the governments job is to make sure the society is run and the state is run in a way that is open, democratic and fair. 

9. How do Liberals decide what is democratic and what is not? We ask ourselves how would people agree to run the State if they had a choice about how the whole thing was run from the start. As a citizen, we tend to be plunged into the state as you find it not as it is from the start. The starting point of liberal politics is that there is a difference between what a state or what a government is entitled to do, and what people and how people run their everyday lives so that is the big difference. The second point is that when running the government, liberals think the government’s job is to make sure that people are free in a whole number of different ways, and the most important is to do with politics itself. We believe that people are allowed to take part in politics and that politics is democratic and that power should not concentrated in very few hands. That doesn’t just mean power of the government, it also means economic power, and social power, because big concentrations of power, liberals always think, are the biggest threat to people’s freedom. A lot of liberal political activity is concerned with breaking up concentrations of power. 
10. Is it important to look at how power is distributed in society? Yes it is. For instance, Liberals want to make sure we don’t have an electoral system where one party governs all the time, with a very small proportion of the vote. We want to make sure there is an economic life, not dominated by monopolies, that dictate to us the price at which they will sell us their goods and services. We want to make sure that we don’t have a social life which is dominated by powerful organisations, such as media organisations, which will try to control the terms in which people will think about themselves. 
11. So what is the role of the State? We believe the states job is to make sure these concentrations of power are broken up. The state itself needs enough power to do that but doesn’t need more than that. The state itself is a danger to individual freedom if it takes too much power. The state itself needs to be controlled and controlled by the law so that is another aspect of liberalism. 
12. Is individual freedom important to liberals? Yes. An important aspect of liberalism is that we think that people ought to be free in practice not just in theory. We think that anyone who is very poor, will end up in a position where they are not in practice able to exercise any freedoms, so that people shouldn’t be enslaved by poverty. We also think if you are not very well informed, or if your education doesn’t work, then you won’t be in a position to be active participant in the political process, that you won’t be able to take part in different democracies and if you aren’t able to take part in democracy, democracy won’t work. This is why we are in favour of education and state support for education, to the most extent possible. This is why we are in favour of things like freedom of information so everyone knows what the government is doing, we think that people shouldn’t be enslaved by ignorance.

13. What if my views are not popular with others? One of the defining aspects of liberalism particularly in Britain, is that people shouldn’t, be enslaved by conformity, by going along with the group by being forced by social pressure to believe or say or do particular things. Individuals need to be able to express their individuality, and need some protection from the state to do that. This is why we have always opposed the enforcement of religious values on people, we don’t think the states job is to impose religious values on people at all. We have always been in favour of gay rights, because we think individuals shouldn’t be forced to take up particular lifestyles, or to stop taking up lifestyles which they think are right for them. 

14. Is tolerance important to Liberals? Tolerance, historically is at the heart of what Liberals believe. It is not just tolerance in the sense of very powerful people saying we are not going to enforce the details of what we think people ought to do, it is broader than just tolerance. It is a belief that individuals should be in a position to choose their own plans of life, and to flourish and grow in the ways that suit them best and it is not the role of the government to tell them what that should be.
15. Would a Liberal Society look different? I think it would look totally different. There are liberals in the other parties and occasionally there is liberal legislation that comes out of other parties especially in the late 60s when Roy Jenkins, was Labour Home Secretary, but he is now a member of our Party. I am not claiming a monopoly of liberal values for the Liberal Party, but a lot of changes would have happened earlier if the Liberals had been in power. Importantly, a lot of changes that have happened recently wouldn’t have happened if Liberals had been in government. We would have opposed all the major restrictions on civil liberty and all the unnecessary legislation associated with it under both Conservative and Labour governments. We wouldn’t have been proposing things like identity cards, which we think is a serious threat to individual freedom. 

16. Why are ID cards wrong? The ID scheme is not just a card, it is a gigantic data base controlled by the government. What they don’t seem to care about is the difference in values between the government and individuals. They don’t seem to care about the fact that governmental power can be abused and used to oppress people. We don’t believe for example, those who hold power are automatically going to be virtuous people and that they are only going to use the power they are given in a good way, in a way that it was designed for. We are always suspicious that projects like the ID card project which hands over power to governmental officials and then say well “trust us” may go wrong. Obviously there must be some trust in political or social relationships otherwise nothing works, but there has to be a limit to the extent to which you trust people with power.
17. Can a young person become an MP or a councillor and do they need a reason to stand? The age for voting and standing is the same, 18. It used to be very different.  There is no longer any bar and people should think about going into politics if they want to change the way the country or the world works, to put their ideals into practice. That has always been the case and that is the case now. It has always been the fact that when it comes to having ideas and wanting to put them into practice there is no difference of people of different ages. It is always thought that people lose their idealism and get more cynical but a lot of us find it the other way round you get more idealistic as you get older. The question comes down to this - is there something about the way the country or the world works that you think is wrong and that you think could b e changed by politics? The question about why people are so cynical is related to the idea that people think politics can’t change anything, and if they think that then – there is little hope. 
18. But wouldn’t I have to lie to be a politician? Politicians often make exaggerated claims about what politics can do, which in practice it can’t and shouldn’t. This is not a healthy thing for democracy. If you hear a politician saying vote for them because they are going to change everything in society, you should not believe them because this is not going to happen. Politicians shouldn’t be making exaggerated claims because people end up disillusioned because they are led to believe too much in the first place. A lot of political idealism ends up being governed by realism about a belief in what can be changed and the extent to which it can be changed. Realism is good. The difference with realistic expectations is that we believe that things can change to some extent although not everything can change all at once. If you work on this basis then you may find a political career appealing. If you believe on the other hand that everything has to change for things to get better and that in practice that can’t happen you will end up not going into politics at all and think why should I bother? It is important for people to go into politics for reasons of making democracy work, and it is also important for people to realise that politics has a limited capability to change the world, it is not everything, but it can change it to some extent.
19. Why would I want to engage actively in the political process why not just go to a single issue cause instead? I think there is a really important difference between single issue politics and being engaged in making decisions within a political party. The difference is that when you are engaged in single issue politics you can be to some extent be irresponsible. You can say change this one thing but I don’t care what happens as a consequence. If you campaign on the basis of just making a single change what you don’t get a grip on is the big picture about everything the government is doing. That is why get involved, especially as a councillor is a very good thing. What the council is doing is making choices about what the local authority should b e doing about what it should be spending money on and what it shouldn’t be spending money on. So for example there are choices to make between spending on transport, spending on education, spending on social services, and these are all good things, but there are difficulties because you have to make a choice about which things to spend money on and which things not to. Being in a council is an exercise in taking responsibility for the state of your community, or the community affected by that council. If you are just a single issue campaigner you have taken a responsibility for being the person who speaks up on that issue and that is not a bad thing to have done, that is taking responsibility. However, you are not taking responsibility for the outcomes, you are not taking responsibility for the impact your decisions make on a lot of other things. 
20. Am I opting out by doing single issues? Often people get involved by doing something, and that is good. That is how they get involved in politics, but ultimately some people have to take responsibility for the whole of society, the whole state. You need to think about the way things interact and interlink and that is taking on more responsibility than just campaigning on a single issue.
21. Should I stand up for my beliefs? It is important to stand up for beliefs and one of the important things about liberalism is believing that people shouldn’t have to conform. We believe that people should be free to speak their minds. There is always a problem that the majority view tends to oppress the minority view, and that people feel that they shouldn’t speak up because people will think that they are not part of a group. I don’t think society will ever progress or change unless people with a minority view speak up. All new views were once minority views, and it is impossible for a new view not to be a minority view. For there to be a change for there to be improvement people have got to say what they think whether or not anybody else thinks it or not. Yes, do stand up for your beliefs. 
22. Why should I defend my views and what I think? Political debate is very important. It isn’t just about one person saying what they think and another person saying what they think, then having a vote. This is what people often thinks politics is about, but in fact, it is more complex than that. You have to think about what other people have said and then respond to it. It is possible for people to change their minds, and for there to be a debate and think perhaps I was wrong, perhaps their views were right. If you stick up for a point and think it through and then come back having thought about the further arguments there are, then a new view can prevail. Unless people do that nothing will change.
23. Will others in my party share my views? There is a group think which applies within political parties. Liberal political parties are at a disadvantage because liberals believe that you shouldn’t go along with the group. They appear less likely to join a group in the first place. Political parties that believe that conformity is important, that people belong to groups, that individuals don’t matter but groups do, that is a kind of group structure idea to begin with and people of that view will tend to join it. A strange contradiction at the heart of liberalism is that liberals are people who don’t join things because they believe in the individual and the freedom of the individual.
24. Who is your favourite Liberal philosopher? There is a whole list of authors, writers, politicians to draw on, but my favourite is the American liberal philosopher John Rawls, who died recently. He said we should make sure that whatever you did in politics, you should ensure that democracy is strengthened by your actions. He believed in basic freedoms, like freedom of speech and that even what you think  about more mundane political issues, like how much we spend on public services, that kind of thing, we should think about it in terms of strengthening democracy. For example, Rawls was very keen on spending on education, like a lot of liberals, but the ultimate reason has to do with the conditions of their being a proper democracy. If you have a lot of citizens not educated, then a democracy can’t really run itself or govern itself. So public services and the issues of what to spend, should be related back to the democratic structure which seems a very important political point which is very rarely discussed in politics. I also admire the 20th Century British liberals like the economist John Meynard Keynes and William Beveridge, who was at the heart of the extension of the welfare state after the Second World War. The welfare state itself was a Liberal invention.

25. What sets Liberal thinkers apart? It is their concern with the concentration of power, making sure that power isn’t held in too few hands. Keynes and Beveridge were concerned about economic power not being held in too few hands and using the power of the state to overcome it. Political power should always be spread around as much as possible, so that particular people can’t just force their ways on others. Ultimately it is about making sure as many people as possible have as much power as possible and that some don’t dominate by people having unfair amounts of power. 

26. Is the concentration of power important today? Yes, I think it is. It is one of the most important problems within society as it goes through the next few decades. We appear to have a society where all sorts of power is over concentrated. Political power is too much concentrated into central government which tells everybody what to do. Local government is squeezed out of its place in public life. Economic power is in the hands of a few people and the distribution of wealth is becoming extraordinarily uneven. Vast amounts of wealth are now held by very few people.  We live in an age where social power and the power of thought is being concentrated in a very few hands in the media. There are contra movements all the time, there is always hope. The internet is a way of counteracting the power of big media concentrations. Individuals can use the power of democracy to undermine the concentration of political power if they vote the right way. Even economic power can be undermined if people use their buying power and their power as investors to undermine what is going on. Often that needs more organisation than people can bring to it by themselves and that is why you need political action. 
Section 2 – What can I do to help society?
27.  Should I volunteer and will it make me happy? Yes do volunteer it is likely to increase your happiness. Any activity that takes you out of yourself, means that you spend less time thinking about your own immediate interests and wants and this is good.  Volunteering is a good thing to do because you are helping others but certainly an important side effect of volunteering is happiness.
28. How can I help stop global warming and should I fly? Flying is not very good, as it puts gases into the atmosphere. Ask yourself do I need to fly, we should all think about that.  I don’t think people will give up flying altogether but some may do that. People should think about reducing the amount of flying they do, flying on one holiday not two would help cut carbon emissions. It is impossible to avoid travelling by car completely for most people, but you can reduce the amount of travelling by car that you do – you can go by train, by walking, or by bus, which does help. It is not necessary to wear a hair shirt and become a monk, what you can do is just try to do a little less environmentally damaging activity  than you did before.

29. What about cutting carbon emissions at home is that important? Yes, almost everything we do uses up energy. A vast amount of the Carbon Dioxide that humans put into the atmosphere comes about because of the use of energy. That’s everything from heating your house to heating hot water, through to travelling through to the products we use. Almost everything we do has some energy consequence, so there are things that can be done in all aspects of life. It is also important for governments to act. Sometimes to get progress, the governments might say certain products shouldn’t be produced at all, or they will be taxed at a higher level because they produce carbon emissions. The same is true with some industries. 

30. Should I switch to renewable energy sources? It is very difficult to avoid using electricity, but there is something we can all do by switching to renewable energy providers. It has to be a combination of individuals doing their bit in whichever part of life they can manage it and government and business helping too. All three have to act. Government needs to set up the market, in a way which gives immediate initiatives for energy produces to switch to more renewable sources. Business will act because of what consumers do but they will also respond to pressure from their employees. If people say they don’t want to work in companies that unnecessarily damage the environment than that puts extra pressure on businesses to ensure they are more environmentally friendly. I think in the future employers will be heavily influenced by the values of the people they want to come and work for them. They will say I don’t want to work for a particular firm because of its attitude on the environment and then it will be up to a company to change its view.
31. Should I get my friends to vote in local elections? Yes, local elections do affect people because councils are in charge of important local services, everything from social services to street sweeping, the arts and entertainment and parks and recycling. Local politics is the heart of all democratic activity, it is the closest to individuals and their everyday lives. It always seems to me that people miss the importance of local councils as a way of getting people involved, in genuine politics, in coming together to govern themselves. It is a form of politics you can take part in without disrupting your life too much and people do need to participate and vote in local elections to maintain our democratic structures. If you want change, the best way is to take part in the democratic process and to argue for it. Persuading your friends to join in too will help. 

32. How can I help to make the world more peaceful? Yes, largely, violence comes about through lack of democracy in the countries involved. Through lack of understanding of the position of other people. Through excessive desire to impose values on other people and through, an illiberal world view. The way I cope with world conflict is to say political change lies at the heart of changing those events.  I would say that it is too much to expect a world in which there was no conflict, no violence and no war, but I am sure that one aim of politics should be to reduce the incidence of violence and conflict by the application of liberal values and liberal arguments. 
33. Am I still a liberal if I don’t join the liberal party? Liberalism is about politics, about the way government should act in our public lives. You can be in favour of liberal principles and politics without being liberal in your everyday lives and equally you can still be a liberal even if you don’t join the party. It is perfectly compatible to be liberal in politics but not liberal in other aspects in life. Also you can be liberal in your personal life, but illiberal in your political life. I think there is a basic minimum of liberal values that make society act as a democracy but beyond that minimum level it is not the government’s job to force people to be liberal either. However, on the whole people who are liberal in their personal lives tend to be liberal in their politics. But remember there can be differences between the two.

34. Will liberal values help me to stand up for others?  Liberals believe we should stand up for people to be different and to help others stand up for themselves and not to be bullied by the majority. It can help if you have people who have a value system that says we should value and respect each individual for themselves and not because they belong to a group to a powerful activity, which includes gangs of people who try to get their way through bullying. If you have that idea, that everyone should be respected as individuals, then that does help you to stand up for yourself in everyday life as well. It also helps you to support and stand up for your friends and others.
35. Should I uphold laws? Yes you should. You should have respect for the law if you think the law is just. We, live in a generally democratic country, where it is possible to change the law through democratic means, like protest. In other countries this is not possible. Therefore, the law should be upheld. If we were to live in an undemocratic country, then the situation would be different.
36. Are state run services important for Liberals? Yes state services have been important for a very long time. National health insurance was brought in by a Liberal government before the First World War. For over 100 years Liberals have believed that certain services would not be provided sufficiently or fairly enough if the state didn’t take a hand and that includes education and health.
37. Should I use state services or can I go private? Part of Liberal values say we shouldn’t force people to use them if they don’t want them. I would like to see a situation where the services that the state funds are good enough so people don’t want to choose something different. In education for example, you can’t expect the state to cover the whole range of values that parents have about how their children should be educated, so it is not part of liberal education policies to suppress private schools. However I do want to see state schools have adequate resources so that they can be as good as the private ones.
38. What about immigration policy do Liberals support an open borders policy? Liberals traditionally are in favour of the idea that people should be allowed to do what they want as long as it doesn’t harm others. Immigration, should be as open as it can be, unless mass movements of people cause harm for other people. Liberals are always on the side of generosity when it comes to migration, but we are not on the side of completely open borders all of the time. We are in favour of difference, and in favour of the idea of tolerance and celebrations of a different way of life, not necessarily on a group basis but also on an individual basis. We do think migration into this country has produced benefits for us and this will still be the case in the future.  With some management and some eye on what the problems maybe, over certain historical periods, we are in favour of an open migration policy.
39. Do liberals believe in punishment and prison as a deterrent? We think reforming the individual is more important than punishment. Sometimes there is nothing else you can do than send someone to prison. It maybe too dangerous to allow the person out of prison. There are people for whom the only appropriate sentence is a prison sentence. Preventing crime means making sure as far as you can that people who are caught are treated in such a way that they don’t re-offend. The big failure is that the big majority of people who are caught or found guilty and sentenced to prison commit crimes soon after they are let out – within a couple of years. The figures for young people are even higher, so prison can be a miserable failure. We need more thought about what is contributing to their criminal behaviour so that we can reduce crime. If we give more attention to the causes of crime you will have less crime.
40. Do Liberals support the profit motive? Yes, the famous liberal campaigns of the 19th C were for more open markets and for a reduction in government interference in trade. The famous campaign against the corn laws was a campaign for a more open market in food and agriculture.  I don’t think there is anything inherently wrong with the private sector far from it, people can make a very big contribution to society through business and ordinary economic activity. We don’t worship the public sector, we think the public sector is useful and there are some aspects of service provision which can only be affective through the public sector, but we don’t celebrate one over the other. Some politicians spend all of their time trying to prove one is better but we don’t.  Liberals are more pragmatic about which works best and what type, and that might change in different circumstances. We try to find the best practical solution.
41. Do liberals support the monarchy? Some do and some don’t. Some liberals are republicans and some aren’t. The history of the liberal party is divided. You will find in the 17th century we were not on the side of the Monarchy, but since then there have been liberal leaders of the party very much in favour of the monarchy in constitutional reform. One was strongly in favour of leaving the system as it was – because of the problem of loyalty to organisations like armed forces. We are generally tolerant of the Monarch and recognise the good it serves in terms of the constitution.

42. Why should I want to reform the Electoral system? The present system means that the government is always unpopular because you can achieve a majority in Parliament with a very small proportion of the vote. The Labour government got little more than a third of the vote at the last election but won a massive majority. It strikes us that this is a bad basis for politics and it is why politics is thought of in a bad way by so many people today. We shouldn’t have to live in a country where the government is always unpopular. But with the present electoral system the government of the day is always unpopular because from the first day it takes office the majority of people voted against it. At the last election 65 per cent of the people voted for another party and against the party that won. This is bad for democracy.
43. What type of electoral system do you want? Our favourite system is the one used in Ireland called STV – the single transferable vote. It does produce broadly proportional results and still gives a chance for independent candidates to get elected. Some of the alternative voting systems are too party based for our liking and exclude individuals but the STV system doesn’t do that.
44. Should I believe in Society? Yes, not only is there such a thing as society you should actively engage with it.  Society is not the same thing as the State and you should not confuse the two. There are all sorts of activities which people do which have nothing to do with the State. There are individuals, there is the state and there is society. There is social life and social organisations, churches, businesses, social groups the communities in which people live. I think the error in that famous quotation from Thatcher where she said “there was no such thing as society”, is to interpret it as if there was only individuals and the state. It missed out a large part of people’s lives which is important to people but which is separate to both. The error in the Labour party responses to what she said, is to think that when people say society they mean the state. We have a different collective life, we have social lives not just individual lives, but they are broader than the state. The most important thing as a liberal politicians is to remember that people should be free. The government’s job is to do its own job not to do everybody else’s job. We can make a contribution to political life through our social lives. 
What values should I have as a Liberal?
45. Are taxes a good thing? Taxation is the entry ticket to a civilised society. No-one likes paying taxes but we have to ensure the tax we pay is sufficient to carry out the functions of government. But government shouldn’t tax more than it needs to.  If you are going to be safe in the sense of having sufficient defence and police forces, then those services need to be paid for, as do other services and taxation is fundamentally the way governmental policies are paid for. The fundamental idea of fairness comes in saying that we should be paying into government to help pay for public services, and that it should be related to our capacity as individuals to bear that burden. This is why you pay it through tax, for example, rather than saying everyone should pay a fee. That was what was wrong with the Conservative’s Poll Tax – which was based on everyone paying the same amount of money to local government to pay for local services. The poll tax meant that very rich people paid a tiny proportion of their income and poor people paid an enormous proportion of their income for those local services. That’s why we believe in progressive taxation policies.
46. Should rich people pay 50 per cent of their income in taxation? We do think taxation has a role to play in dealing with inequality, and inequality is potentially a big problem for a democracy. If you live in a country with enormous differences in income and wealth then the sheer political power of the wealthy to control politics means the democracy itself, doesn’t function as a proper democracy. With liberals it always comes back to political fairness for us. That is one of the reasons why we think, that along with the problems of social breakdown that you get, inequality is a problem. The tax system along with the benefit system is the best way the government has in dealing with those problems directly. We are in favour of higher taxes on people with more resources but we are now shifting our policy away from taxing incomes to taxing wealth. If you look at inequalities of wealth they are far greater than inequalities of income. This is  hy we have announced a new set of tax policies which go towards the taxation of the very wealthy – as opposed to the very high income, but our target is specifically inequalities of wealth.

47. Would you use local taxation to change things? What we propose is to get rid of the council tax and replace it with a local income tax. If you just do that, then all taxation doesn’t go up, you just collect it from different places. The council tax, is possibly the most unfair tax that currently operates, it hits people on low incomes more than people on high incomes. First of all the value of people’s houses isn’t necessarily related to their incomes and secondly the bands of the council tax operates on are very crude basis and people on the highest band pay the same amount of tax as the super rich. This is why the bottom 20 per cent, pay a higher proportion of their income in tax then the top 20 per cent, is this council tax and we must get rid of it and introduce a local tax based on how much you earn. 
48. Would taxation get fairer under the liberals and would services improve? Yes, changing local taxation policy would have a big affect on the overall tax system and how fair it was. However, it wouldn’t actually raise any more money than the money that is raised overall it would just distribute it differently. In the longer term we would like to see a shift from central to local government. We would like to have as many services as possible provided by local government, instead of national government. That would tend to reduce national tax and increase local tax, so again we are not talking about an overall increase in taxation we are talking about taxation going to different layers of government. We think the country is far too centralised and that too much power lies with central government. This goes back to the problem liberals always have when people having too much power, and power is too concentrated in a few hands. One of the problems today is that  central government is enormously powerful and tries to run every aspect at every level in Britain. Liberals want it spread out, and the best way to do that is to give more power to local government and less to national government. This would improve the delivery of public services.
49. Are liberals Europeans? We embrace all views on Europe but we are generally a pro European party. 
50. Do Liberals support a USA led foreign policy?  Our view is that Britain has allowed itself to become a kind of quasi dependency of the USA and that this is wrong. Since the late 50s and the Suzi’s crisis, the fundamental basis of the foreign policy has been to stick closely to the USA. The exception was the Vietnam war, where the Labour Prime Minister, Harold Wilson, managed to keep this country out of it. This policy should have ended when we witnessed the end of the Cold War. Before then there was a threat to all of our freedom from the Soviet Union. It was the obvious thing to do to stick as closely as possible to the super power of the other side, the USA. Since the end of the Cold War, and fall of the Soviet Union it is not obvious that our national interest as a country or our values as liberals are best served in the foreign policy stance of supporting the USA, especially the USA when right wing Republican’s are in control. The situation could change with a different US administration.  Our foreign policy shouldn’t be based on following blindly what the USA happens to want or to stand for. Our foreign policy should be based permanently on our values and on our interest and nothing else. 

51. Would you have gone to war in Iraq? No. We wouldn’t have gone to war in Iraq, we thought it was contrary to law and contrary to common sense. It was illegal and immoral, and stupid. This sums up our attitude to the current government’s foreign policy. We do think that the international system is always in a state of some conflict, but we believe the way to deal with these problems is to construct a system of international relations and international law, based on liberal principles. We think war is the worst way of facing international problems, and that it will not solve them. War creates conditions for other wars to break out. By supporting alliances like the European Union, we are creating an international system that would be less likely to break out into violence in the future. This is not to say you can abolish all international conflict, that you can abolish war, or you can have universal perpetual peace, that is still an ideal that we should constantly have in view. The purpose of international policy is to create a set of structures at the international level which have the capacity to solve problems peacefully rather than through war.
52. If we had a LD government how would society change? We think that what happens now is not fair. The government is not green enough and the government doesn’t respect individual political freedom enough. The government doesn’t respect international law enough and that its stance towards the world is too aggressive and too lawless. We would change these things. We would begin by abolishing Council tax and introduce a fairer tax system. We would introduce environmental taxes, taxes whose main job is to manage control, reduce the amount of carbon emissions, going into the atmosphere. We would help people on low incomes. Our ultimate aim is that no-one on the minimum wage should pay income tax, it seems to us to make no sense to set a minimum wage and then to tax people on that wage. We would introduce a lot of tax changes which are fairer and greener. 

53. Would you strengthen civil liberties? Yes, we would reverse a lot of things the government has done about people’s right to make political protest. The government passed a law that says you can’t protest near parliament without the permission of the police, and  people have been taken to court merely for things like reading out the names of people killed in Iraq. This law seems to be totally outrageous and we would get rid of it. We would stop the ID cards project. There would be a whole raft of civil liberties changes that we hope would restore the balance between the individual and the state. On foreign policy we would pull out of Iraq. We wouldn’t maintain that stance of aggression towards the world in the way that the present government does. 

54. How Liberal is British Society? It think there is a chance of the Liberal democrats winning an election because there is already a core of people who believe in these values or very similar values. One of the big problems, is to get all those who believe in these liberal policies to vote for us. It is interesting that the Conservatives think the way to decontaminate their brand is to use the word Liberal.    In the long term the only way to get Liberal politics is to vote for a liberal party, rather than a party that has a few liberals that happen to have gone into the wrong party. One of the problems for liberalism in Britain is the tendency of liberals not to vote for their own party in the vague hope that other might be more liberal in government than they appear. This seems to me to be a hopeless strategy. The driving forces of the Labour and Conservative parties are not liberal – they will not change and in government will not act in Liberal way. In opposition the Labour party sounded fairly liberal, and now acts how it always acts. The Labour party is fundamentally a party that isn’t interested in liberalism and is actively illiberal. The same is true for the Conservative party.  A party has to have underlying values and we are the only truly liberal party because we believe in liberal values.  
55. Can liberalism become fashionable again? I hope so, it would help us to progress. On the other hand, we don’t want people to believe in values because they are fashionable. Liberalism has not been fashionable and it maybe that David Cameron is making it fashionable again for the Conservatives, but this is not what Liberalism is about. You have to ask yourself what are the best political values to believe in through thick and thin? You then have to try and promote them whether or not other people believe in them. One of the things that we do is stand up for people who don’t conform. Liberals stand up for people who don’t want to be forced to be like everybody else. The, question is what is right not what is fashionable.

56. What are the most important Liberal values?  Individuality is key. People should be respected for who they are themselves rather than what they are.  Fairness, both political and economic fairness, is important. There should also be a commitment to the long term, being environmentally responsible and being green are important because they have a long term impact. Ultimately freedom, creating and maintaining a free liberal democracy where people can govern themselves is the most important of liberal values.    
57. Would a liberal society be happier? That’s an interesting question. I don’t think the government can achieve happiness, and shouldn’t try, but a society of people more tolerant and more calm in the face of difference and change would I think be a happier society.
End.
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